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THIS MONTH 
&Y 


This issue of the Lamp is dedicated to 
Pope Pius XII, whose fiftieth anniversary as 
a priest will be noted April 2. Four hundred 
million of his children keep him in their 
hearts and prayers. May God grant him 
strength for his manifold duties, and courage 
to keep on witnessing for Christ in the noble 
office he holds. 


“Towards Unity” by Bishop Wright, 
Auxiliary of the Archdiocese of Boston, is 
a sermon preached on January 21 in the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate Concep- 
tion, Washington, as part of the Church 
Unity Octave observance. In a day of gloom 
and tension, it sounds a note of optimism. 
The two particular instances cited by Bishop 
Wright indicate that the gulf separating 
Protestants from the Church has—here and 
there at least—been narrowed down by the 
power of charity and sympathetic concern. 


It is not often that a non-Catholic Men's 
Club seeks information about things Catholic. 
Theodore Vermilye’s explanation of the 
stand of the Church against Communism was 
delivered as an address to such a group in 
Connecticut. The growing obviousness of the 
threat of Sovietism to the whole world 
makes re-examination of the attitude of the 
Church toward Red totalitarianism important 
to people of all creeds. Mr. Vermilye’s clarity 
on the real points at issue make his talk 


worthy of a more extensive audience. 


Nippon News may be a regular feature of 
The Lamp if Father Alphonsus and the friars 
with him in Japan keep in contact with us. 
With our readers, we would like to have 
some pictures of the new field to which 
Atonement priests and brothers have been 
assigned. The Pacific is wide, though, and 
we imagine it takes some weeks to get photo- 
graphs from Japan to New York by mail. 
But they would clarify place names like 
Kanagawa, Higashi, Odawara, for us. 


* * 7 


Some of the questions that come in for 
The Light of the Lamp require personal, con- 
fidential answers. Father Ralph would like 
to have those who expect such answers in- 
clude a stamped, self-addressed envelope for 
the purpose. He also requests that all ques- 
tions be signed by their writers. 
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Golden jubilees we look upon as times of special tribute 
to persons old and tired. A golden wedding comes only 
and active 


toward the close of a long 


GOLDEN 
JUBILEES 


life; the golden jubilee of a priest in 
the ministry often marks his approach- 
ing retirement. Yet, when we think of 
our Holy Father we think of a man great in vigor and 
strength, and we marvel when we realize that April 2 
fiftieth 


priest of Jesus Christ. 


marks the anniversary of his ordination as a 


Fifty years ago a Roman Levite approached the con- 
secrated hands of a successor of the Apostles and there 
at the feet of the prelate he received the 
Holy Spirit for the office and work of a 
priest in the Church of God. Little did 


the ordaining bishop, or the host of ad- 


A FRAIL 
PRIEST 


miring friends and relatives, think that one day this spare 
and delicate-looking cleric would weigh and judge the 
problems of the world. The cyclic events of the five 
decades that lay ahead would have appeared preposterous, 
anyhow, had there been anyone to venture to prophesy 


his rise in the Church. 


In 1917, while the first World War was raging, 


Eugenio Pacelli became a Bishop. His priesthood had its 


culmination in the momentous decision 
A GREAT _ of ten years ago, when the princes of 
POPE the Roman Church met in solemn session 


to determine the choice of a successor 
to Pius XI. The world was on the brink of a precipice. 
The shadow of Hitler loomed menacingly over the still- 
free peoples of Europe. In the East, the Communist dic- 
tatorship was plotting new methods for destruction of 
the governments of the world. Religion, even in the 


democracies, had been shunted to a very subordinate 


place and world “leaders” harped upon the necessity of 
selecting a “non-political” pope—by which they appar- 
ently meant one who would keep silent when he should 


be vocal, a moral coward who would not protest against 
tyranny. The hand of God was all too obvious in the 


A4 we see Al! 


selection of the then papal Secretary of State the one 
“vetoed” by Hitler, the one best-informed about the de. 


signs for the destruction of Christianity on many fronts 


The figure of the Pope has been in many centuries the 
very focal point of history. When Emperors ‘strove to 
unseat them, when heretics raged 
against 


them, the successors of 


GOD’S CHOICE 
FOR OUR 
TIMES 


Saint Peter took on new prestige 
The last ten 
marked 


religion, and shafts of venomous 


have been 


hatred 


years 
most by against 
acrimony have been levelled at the one person in all the 
world who typifies religion—the Pope of Rome. God in 
His Providence seems to have selected one most qualified 
to grace the throne of Peter in such trying times. Pius 
XII has triumphed over all the assaults of religion-haters, 
his very name has become a rallying-point for all men 
of good will who seek the blessings of peace with justice. 
His wise guidance of the Catholic world, his unstinting 
generosity towards the victims of war and the destruction 
that follows it, his heroic defense of the downtrodden 


have endeared him even to those outside the fold. 


Fifty years a priest! His strength and vigor are still 

resplendent. It would seem that God in His concern for 

His Church raised up the very finest 

AD MULTOS 
ANNOS 


of his priests to guide the destinies 
of the Church in catastrophic times. 
And with His 
dowed him with those special gifts that qualify Pius XII 


selection, He en 


to fulfill with distinction the demands of his sacred office. 
Fundamentally, though, the reasons that make the reign 
of Pius XII a glorious one, no matter how gloomy ot 
dismal the setting in which it takes place, are spiritual: 
Pius XII lives up to the implications of his name, “de 
voted.” The only things that matter for him are the 
things of God. That is why he merits the love of his 
millions of spiritual children, and the affection even of 


so many of those outside the Catholic Church. 
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Pius x11 --- Angelic Shepherd 


by Lewis Qurtan, S.A. 


es 


T was April 2, 1899, and Holy Saturday. In one of 

Rome’s more than four hundred churches, a young 

Italian of noble Roman parentage knelt before the 
venerable prelate who was Vicegerent of the Eternal 
City and Patriarch of Antioch: Only his pale countenance 
and his trembling figure betrayed the eagerness with 
which he awaited the imposition of Archbishop Cassetta’s 
hands upon his head which would make him a priest 
forever. Eugenio Maria Guiseppe Giovanni Pacelli was 
his name, though today the world knows and honors this 
priestly priest as Pope Pius XII, two hundred and sixty- 
second successor of St. Peter in the See of Rome. 

Almost from the day of his ordination, Eugenio Pacelli 
was called to assume a dominant role in the shaping of 
world affairs as they affected the welfare of the Church 
countries. The parochial career of Father 
limited to an all too brief two years which 
a curate in Rome’s Chiesa Nuova. Here his 


in various 
Pacelli was 
he spent as 
apostolic heart delighted in the exercise of the priestly 
ministry, hearing confessions, teaching catechism to the 
young, visiting the sick and poor. And, if Divine Provi- 
dence had not summoned him to a new field of labor, 
he would have been more than content to spend his 
whole life as a simple parish priest. 


destiny for this young Roman priest. One winter evening 
in 1901, he received a distinguished visitor in the person 
of Monsignor Pietro Gasparri, Under-Secretary of the 
Congregation Extraordinary Ecclesiastical Affairs, 
who invited him to join the staff. Although genuinely 
grateful for this mark of confidence, Father Pacelli de- 
murred and asked to be excused from accepting the post 


fi or 


on the grounds that his love and duty lay in parish work. 
But Monsignor Gasparri was not to be put off. When he 
saw his own arguments failing, he added that it was the 
wish of the Holy Father, Leo XIII, that he accept. Recog- 
nizing this as the Will of God for him, the young priest 
no longer put forth any objections. 

The future Pius XII did not enter the diplomatic serv- 
ice of the Church emptyhanded. He could boast of a 
distinguished ancestry which had given loyal and faithful 
service to the Holy See under several Popes. A maternal 
grand-uncle was Cardinal Caterini who was responsible 
for the coming of the Pacelli family to Rome. He had 
invited his nephew, Marcantonio Pacelli, to leave his 
native Oriano and take up residence in Rome where the 
future held brilliant promise. He urged the young man 
to take up the study of canon and civil law. This he did, 
and shortly after obtaining his degree, Marcantonio Pa- 


celli, who was the present Pontiff’s grandfather, entered 
the Department of the Interior of the Papal States. His 
unquestionable ability won rapid promotions for him and 
in 1851 Pius IX named him Undersecretary of the In- 
terior. He held this office until the seizure of the Papal 
States by the forces of Garibaldi in 1870. When the 
temporal power of the Church came to an end and there 
was no further need for a minister of the Interior, Mar- 
cantonio Pacelli continued to serve the interests of the 
Holy See in other capacities. Until his death in 1906, he 
devoted all his time to editing and publishing the influen- 
trial L’Osservatore Romano which he had founded some 
years 

He was succeeded in the practice of law before the 
papal court by his son Filippo, who was destined to be- 
come the father of Pius XII. The latter was a worthy 
successor in every respect and established a brilliant record 


previous. 


as the foremost lawyer of the Vatican during the pon- 
tificates of Leo XIII and Pius X. 

It was the ardent desire of his father that his son 
Eugenio follow in his footsteps. With this in mind, he 
sent the boy to the Ennio Quirino Visconti Lyceum for 
There Eugenio showed himself 
to be a brilliant student. Upon his graduation from the 


his preparatory studies 


Lyceum in 1894, he revealed to his father his desire to 
be a priest. The elder Pacelli, always a devout and God- 
fearing man, placed no obstacles in the way but person- 
ally petitioned Pope Leo XIII to permit his son to make 
his classical and philosophical studies at the Capranica 
College, Rome’s oldest institution of higher learning. 
The characteristic energy with which he entered this 
new phase of his life almost brought to an end his hope 
of attaining the priesthood. The long hours which he 
spent with his books in order to make up time which he 
had lost by having started preparing for a secular career 
undermined his frail constitution and he was obliged to 
leave the Capranica. He went to the family home near 
Oriano where he spent a long time recuperating. Upon 
his return to Rome, he was eager to resume studies at 
the college. But this was forbidden him by his physician 
since it would inevitably lead to a relapse. His fondest 
hope of becoming a priest seemed to be denied realization 
and he had hardly begun his studies for this goal. Provi- 
dentially Leo XIII heard of his case and gave orders that 
Eugenio was to continue at the Capranico as a day stu- 
dent. This was an extraordinary permission since the law 
of the Church is most strict in the matter of proper 
seminary training for candidates to the priesthood. 


From the Capranica, Eugenio Pacelli went to the Pon- 








100 um UT 
tifical University of the Roman Seminary. This most 
famous of all Rome’s theological schools might easily be 
called “the seminary of the Popes.” Besides the present 
Holy Father, Popes Gregory XV, Innocent XIII, Clement 
IX, and Clement XII are 
Here again the young Pacelli showed his mental prowess 
He graduated with the degrees of doctor of philosophy 
as well as of theology. That same afternoon of his com- 


numbered among its alumni 


mencement Pope Leo XIII further manifested his interest 
in him by receiving him privately in his apartments to 
congratulate him. 


With such an outstanding background and a sincere 
desire to serve the interests of the Church to the best of 
his ability, Father Pacelli joined the Vatican's diplomatic 
He began his career at the bottom of the ladder 
as a clerk in the office of the Congregation for Extra 
ordinary Ecclesiastical Affairs. His first promotion was to 


corps 


the post of private secretary. No matter what duties were 
assigned him, he was scrupulously conscientious in their 
execution. Moreover, he soon learned that one of the in 
dispensable requirements of an able diplomat are keen 
powers of observation. From the start he cultivated thes 
and the understanding and intimate knowledge which 
Pope Pius XII has of peoples and conditions in all parts 
of the world was first acquired when he worked as a 
simple priest in the Vatican’s Secretariate of State. 

The amount of energy which he could expend at any 
one time was prodigious. It seemed to defy all human 
resources. Heavy as were his duties in the Vatican, he 
still found time to take up teaching assignments on the 
side. He lectured in canon law at the Roman College of 
St. Apollinaris. It was through these lectures that his 
reputation as a canon law scholar spread abroad and 
prompted the authorities of the Catholic University of 
America to offer him a professorship on their faculty. He 
also taught Ecclesiastical Diplomacy and International 
Law at the Academy of Noble Ecclesiastics. The latter 
was a papal school established by Pope Clement XI in 
1701 to train clerics for the Church’s diplomatic service. 

Under Leo XIII, Eugenio Pacelli made his first trip 
abroad as a member of a papal diplomatic mission. He 
accompanied Monsignor Merry del Val, who later was 
to become Secretary of State under Pius X, to England 
in 1901, to convey the condolences of the Holy Father 
to Edward VII upon the death of his mother, Queen 
Victoria. He made two more journeys to England within 
the same decade: one in 1908 when as a monsignor he 
was part of the entourage of the papal legate to the 
Eucharistic Congress then being held in London, and 
again in 1910 to attend the coronation of King George V 
and Queen Mary. 

However his great missions in the interests of the 
Church were accomplished during the pontificates of 
Benedict XV and Pius XI. When the former named 
Cardinal Gasparri as his Secretary of State, he promoted 
Monsignor Pacelli to the office of Secretary of the Con- 
gregation for Extraordinary Ecclesiastical Affairs. He 
assumed full charge of this department during a critical 


OMNES UNUM SINT 





Christ’s Vicar on earth offers the Sacrifice of Praise 


period. World War I which was then raging increased 
his duties a hundredfold. Upon him fell the responsibility 
of directing the Church's vast program of relief and aid 
to the war victims of all nations and of obtaining informa: 
tion on missing and captured soldiers for grieving friends 
and relatives. 

This phase of his career came to an abrupt end early 
in 1917. One April afternoon he was summoned by the 
Pope to be told that he was being sent as nuncio to 
Bavaria to succeed Archbishop Aversa who had died 
This was a high promotion for Monsignor Pacelli and 
manifested the high esteem in which he was held by Bene: 
dict XV. He was consecrated Titular Archbishop of 
Sardis by the Holy Father himself on May 13, 1917. 
After the consecration Archbishop Pacelli and members 
of his family were received in private audience. 

The following days were spent in hasty preparations 
for the journey to Munich. The nunciature, or embassy 
as it would be known in secular circles, was of strategic 
importance. It was the only diplomatic connection which 
the Holy See had with Germany. None of the other 
German states except Bavaria would accept a_ papal 
representative. Most of them were either too anti-Catholic 
or anti-clerical. But Bavaria had had one since 1786. 
Though officially accredited solely to Munich, the nuncio 
unofficially handled ecclesiastical affairs throughout Ger’ 
many. 
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Shortly after the arrival of Archbishop Pacelli in Mu- 


nich, a meeting was arranged between him and Kaiser 
Wilhelm II. The papal nuncio hoped that from this 
meeting might come the long-awaited peace. But he was 
not long in the presence of the Kaiser when he realized 
that this was only a vain hope. The latter was pompous 


to the point of comedy and arrogantly laid down peace 
terms which neither the Holy Father nor any respectable 
nation for that matter could countenance. Nothing came 
of this and the war continued to its bitter end. 
Meanwhile Archbishop Pacelli looked after the inter 
ests of the Holy See in Germany as well as strove to 
alleviate the suffering and misery caused by war. Hardly 
had the Treaty of Versailles been signed when Commu- 
nist-inspired revolution broke out in Germany. Mobs 
terrorized respectable citizens who feared for their lives 
The nuncio did what he could to restore order to Munich. 
He had no fear of the Bolshevist terrorists. On one occa 
them invaded the 
home, he withstood them to their faces. As they attempted 


sion when a band of privacy of his 
to rush past him to loot the upstairs, he towered before 
them on the stairway in his episcopal robes, fingering his 
pectoral cross. Calmly he demanded to know the reason 
for this flagrant violation of the diplomatic immunity 
enjoyed by the nunciature. They were cowed by his ab 
solute fearlessness even under threat of death and by the 
cold anger which blazed from his eyes. There was no 
questioning his order to leave immediately. They left. 

A pleasant interlude to all these trying disturbances 
came with the visit of an old friend of Roman days, now 
Apostolic Visitor to Poland. This was Archbishop Achille 
Ratti who was to be Archbishop Pacelli’s immediate 
predecessor in the Chair of Peter. He had first met him 
in the Vatican Library where the two became fast friends. 
The then Monsignor Ratti proved to be of invaluable 
assistance to Father Pacelli in his work of collecting canon 
law sources for Cardinal Gasparri. He was now on his 
way to Rome from Warsaw to make his report on the 
condition of the Church in Poland. During his brief stay 
at Munich, the two future popes enjoyed many pleasant 
conversations, exchanging accounts of experiences each 
had had in their respective posts. 

A signal triumph was achieved by the Nuncio to Mu- 
nich in raising the status of the papal embassy to Bavaria 
to that of one to the entire Reich government centered in 
Berlin. This had been the desire of the Holy Sce for a 
long time but it had always been blocked by bigotry of 
one sort or another. Archbishop Pacelli succeeded in 
effecting this master stroke of diplomacy at the exact 
propitious moment when Germany was seeking friends 
wherever they could be found. 

The German Protestant Press had once described him 
as “a sower amid ruins.” This was no exaggeration. He 
had come to Germany at a critical period in her history. 
A devastating war had practically ruined her. She fell a 
prey to all kinds of internal strife following the Armis- 
tie. The exacting reparations imposed by the victorious 
Western Allies brought her to economic ruin. A spirit of 
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Prayer at :he Tomb of the Apostles, by St. Peter’s 
262nd successor 


restlessness and dissatisfaction was everywhere evident. 
Into this scene was projected the heroic personality of 
Archbishop Pacelli. In the spirit of the Divine Master 
he went about doing good. A sympathetic word from him 
worked wonders. Whenever he could he sought to relieve 
conditions by tangible assistance. Before his recall to 
Rome, he had accomplished a remarkable task. The 
Church was everywhere held in great esteem. A con- 
cordat or treaty was signed with the Reich government 
in 1929 granting the Church almost unrestricted freedom 
in the exercise of her work in that nation. 

It was with genuine regret that the people of Germany 
bade farewell to Cardinal-elect Pacelli in the late fall of 
1929. He was being recalted, to’ Rome by. his old friend 
Achille Ratti, now Pope ‘Pius XJ, to. receive from him 
the Red Hat. It was a fitting: reward for the loyal and 
devoted service he had’ already rendeted the Church 
under three popes. The public consistory at which the 
honor was conferred om him was held on December six- 
teenth in the Sistine Chapel. A few morths later, on 
February 10, 1930, Pius XI appointed him Secretary of 


(Continued on page 104) 





“Towards Unity” 


By Most Reu. John J. Wright, D.D., Auxiliary Bishop of Boston 
1 


WO experiences during the past year inspire me to 
join with increased confidence in the prayers now 
being offered for the return to Catholic Chris- 

tendom of the Lutherans and the Protestants of Conti- 
nental Europe. The first involves a Lutheran pastor in 
Scandinavia with whom our office entered into corre- 
spondence a little over a year ago under circumstances 
which providential. The experience is 
concerned with a group of young French Protestants, no 


seem second 


name and all of whom are 
unaware of the impression that their piety made on me. 


one of whom I know by 

A year ago last Summer my Archbishop went to Provi- 
dence, Rhode Island, to preach at the consecration of a 
young Benedictine monk who had been named by the 
Holy Father to be Coadjutor Bishop in Sweden. The 
young monk, born in Denmark, had become a convert 
to Catholicism shortly after his advent to the United 
States. The Archbishop developed his sermon around the 
circumstances of the bishop’s conversion to the faith in 
the new world atmosphere of America. He spoke of the 
part God’s Providence undoubtedly played alike in his 
coming to America as a Lutheran Protestant and his 
return to Scandinavia as a Catholic converted in America 
The Archbishop spoke of how different the new bishop 
would find the church in Sweden from here in America. 
He spoke of the restrictions under which the Church 
still works in Scandinavia, the suspicions which still exist 
in its regard ard the small numbers of those who, braving 
every disadvantage, had remained faithful to the Old 
Faith. He insisted, however, that these discouraging fac- 
tors more than offset by grounds for optimism 
which the young bishop might well find in the natural 
uprightness of the Swedish people, their sense of fair 
play and their wholesome love for youth and for things 
progressive. 


were 


A newspaper printed several parts of the Archbishop’s 
sermon. It was during a period of relative ill-will on the 
part of certain non-Catholics toward our people. Speakers 
like Bishop Oxnam had fomented a certain amount of 
anti-Catholic publicity and a minor wave of No-Popery 
was agitating the land. Among the victims of this un- 
happy mood must be numbered a 
who did an unfortunate and yet 


Protestant clergyman 
I repeat, providential 
thing. He clipped from the Archbishop’s sermon a para- 
graph or two which might be interpreted as critical of 
the Swedish people in their attitude toward the Church 
and he .mailed* these quotations to a Lutheran pastor in 
Sweden. His intent appears to have been unkind: his 
action might have provoked a measure of advance antip- 


athy against the young apostle at whose consecration the 
seemingly hostile words about Sweden, quoted out 
context, had been uttered. 

The Lutheran pastor, with more generous impulse, im 
mediately mailed the quoted paragraphs back to the 
Archbishop and with them he sent a note which said in 
effect: “I do not believe that this is all you had to say 
about my people and about religion here. Please send 
me the complete text of your sermon!” 

The text was duly sent and ere long came a letter by 
air mail, the first of many in a friendly correspondence 
in which we have learned something of the liturgical, 
sacramental, spiritual and historical revival in one area, 
at least, of the Lutheran Church in Scandinavia, a re 
vival which its own leaders describe as “Catholic” and 
for which we may well pledge our prayers. 


« * 


God works in obscure ways in order to bring to pass 
His sovereign purposes. In the three full centuries since 
the Protestant Revolt, Lutheranism in Northern Europe 
has undoubtedly been under the dominance of the Ge 





Lutheran tradition. German scholarship, German thor 
oughness, German 


Lutheranism of 


organization must have caused the 


Prussia to cast a long and controlling 
shadow over the other churches in the Lutheran world 
Then came Hitler and in the very stratagem by which 
he sought to intensify German influence on every level, 
he took steps which may eventually prove to have broken 
the spell of 
groups in the 


over the church 
countries. He had cut of 
German communication with the outside world on the 
level of culture and education, on the level of science 


Lutheranism 
Scandinavian 


German 


and research, on the level of commerce and _ industry 
Now on the level of religion the Lutheran Church, 
already wounded by nationalism as a result of Li 's 
original spirit and policy, became divided against iteelf 
thanks to the ultra-nationalism of National 
Socialism. 





German 





For the first time in generations the Lutheran churches 





of Scandinavia found themselves completely “on 
own,” thrown back on the spiritual traditions 

own nations for sustenance and inspiration. The effect 
on the Lutheran 
paralleled in some degree the spiritual awakening of 


collective community in Scandinavia 





individual Scandinavian souls of a generation befor 
viduals like Sigrid Undset and Johannes Joergensen. There 
may chance for the authentic Scandinavian 
spiritual tradition, that of the pre-Reformation saint 
of universal Catholic Christendom in the days 


the rise of nationalism, to assert itself. It became, p 


now be a 
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, little more clear how the great evil of National Social- 
had been in many ways the logical outgrowth of the 


ism 
ultra-nationalist principle, a principle never more vicious 
than when applied to religion as it indubitably had been 


in traditional Protestantism. Catholicism had talked of 
Christendom, of the Church in Italy, the Church in 
France, the Church in England, the Church in the United 
the Church in China. But Protestants talked in 
terms which not merely declared the fact of nationalism 
but implied the sacredness and the permanence of that 
fact. Protestants spoke proudly of the Church of England, 
the Waldensian Church of Italy, the Church of Sweden 
ind the other Lutheran churches of Germany and of 
Holland, the Church of Scotland, the Church of Ireland, 
the Protestant Episcopalian Church of America. 


States, 


The rediscovery of Christendom, of a unity antecedent 
to the bitter political divisions of modern Europe and 
surviving in the highest ideals of dismembered 
Europe, brought with it a reawakening to the ancient 
Catholic values which flourished in Christendom before 
the rise of Protestantism. This reawakening sharpened 
the nostalgia for unity which has always haunted sensitive 
Protestants in Europe and which explains, in part, no 


social 


doubt, the earnest and persevering devotion of European 
Protestants to ecumenical movements and to dreams of 
“world faith and order.” 

Other forms of Protestantism in Europe range all the 
way from French Calvinism and Dutch “conservative 
Protestantism” to liberal Unitarian and rationalist “creed- 
less creeds.” Of these latter I cannot profess to have any 
knowledge worth bringing to your attention, but of all 
of them in some degree I feel that we may yet find true 
what I think I found true of some French Protestants 
this Summer. In Poitiers I visited a jeweler’s shop in 
search of a medal to bring home as a souvenir of the 
of Saint Hilary. A 


over the 


town group of young people were 


poring emblems displayed in the shop and 
finally a representation in gold of 
a dove suspended from a Maltese cross. I had never 
seen the emblem before and asked what it might be. 
The clerk told me that “Protestant 
an emblem widely worn by Evangelicals in that region. 
The young people confided that they wanted it as a 
present for one of their comrades who was entering the 
university with the reopening of classes that week. Our 
common interest in matters academic served as a basis 
for conversation and I speedily discovered how, again 
in God’s providential use of the malice and evils of this 
world, the descendants of those who once fought relig- 
lous wars over dogma in France may have been brought 
closer to Christ’s Catholicism by the spectre of Red 
atheism 


they seized upon 


it was a cross,” 


Let no one misunderstand. Should occasion require it, 
Catholics must still be prepared to die for dogma. Actu- 
ally, almost every battle in modern society is a battle 
over dogma in the sense that all our principal problems 
are theological in their roots and that none of them will 


he solved in final terms until the problem of dogma is 
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solved in Christian terms. But nonetheless, it is still true 
that great progress has been made in the divinely desired 
direction of unity. 

The young people in France gave me a book on con- 
temporary French Protestant beliefs. The concluding 
chapter was written. by a celebrated Dominican, Father 
Maydieu, and it summarizes new elements conspicuous 
in French Protestant thought, devotion and life. Father 
Maydieu points out the new Protestant appreciation of 
the unity and organic community life which Christ in- 
tended His Church to have—a unity which is not at all 
suggested by words like federation, but which is only 
expressed by that word “body” which Saint Paul and, 
after Paul, Catholic theology gives it. He points out how 
constituted authority and a divinely appointed ministry 
in the church have been reaffirmed by representative 
Protestants, and together with these an understanding of 
the need and the nature of liturgy in the Church intended 
by Christ. 

As I read the book it occurred to me that the impulse 
toward the desire for Church Unity is one arising from 
three whether the devout Protestant in 
Europe looks backward or out upon the present world 


perspectives : 


or into the future he sees the imperative need in terms 
both of man’s problems and Christ’s Will that we be 
one. Without unity, the glories of the past when Chris- 
tendom was a reality and Europe was the Faith and the 
Faith was Europe, are unintelligible. Without unity, the 
problems of the present bid fair to remain permanent, 
with all their damage to temporal good and to souls. 
Without unity, the future is one of contantly increas- 
ing fears, for the forces of evil are united and only the 
forces for good are divided. The unity which the present 
requires calls out to the unity that once was in the past, 
the unity that was in the beginning, and that must be, 
that therefore will be in the future. 

Protestants are talking in our day as never they talked 
before of the “coming great Church.” Nationalism among 
them is a spent force, more completely spent, perhaps, 
than it is among some of those who never broke from 
the ancient religious unity. More and more in Protestant 
circles all over the world the need is acknowledged for 
religion to provide the counterpart and the moral con- 
trols to world unities on every other level. Some of those 
who acknowledge the need for unity do so immaturely, 
so crudely that it shocks us, especially when they appear 
to plead for a unity of mere united hatred of Catholicism. 
But these defects shall pass and hatred shall be purged. 
It is a temporary thing that the plea for unity among some 
should be on a basis of opposition to us. The hatred will 
pass—the need for unity will abide and perhaps sects 
brought together out of a common fear of Rome or a 
common hatred of the ancient Faith will providentially 
persevere in that unity when fear has turned to love 
and hatred to cooperation. 


The hour is not yet but it is coming as surely as dawn 
must follow once midnight has passed. The new Pro- 
is undoubtedly 


testant tendency toward ecumenicism 
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gocd. I cannot believe that God's grace is not present 
and God's plan is net at work in movements like that 
of which the Lutheran pastor and some French Protes- 
tants may be They evidence a 
tardy but altogether sincere, that religious division is not, 
as an earlier generation of Protestants pretended, healthy 
and desirable, but rather is pernicious and opposed to 
God’s Will. In such a new climate of thought, prayer, 
and planning there will be more and more Protestants 
to say as Matthew Arnold did: “If there is a thing 
specially alien to religion, it is division; if there is a 
thing specially native to religion, it is peace and union. 
Hence the original attraction toward unity in Rome and 
hence the great charm when that unity is once attained.” 
There will be more and more Protestants to feel the at- 
traction toward unity that Thackeray described when 
he wrote about the beauty of religious unity under a 
single spiritual authority, a Catholic desire of old, a 
Protestant dream, please God, in our own day: “There 
must be moments, in Rome especially, when every man 
of free heart, who writes himself English and Protestant, 
must feel a pang at thinking that he and his countrymen 
are isolated from European Christendom. An 
separates us. From one shore to the other one can see 
the neighbor cliffs on clear days: one must wish some- 
times that there were no stormy gulf between us and 
that from Canterbury to Rome a pilgrim could pass and 
not drown beyond Dover. Of the beautiful parts of the 
great Mother Church, I believe many people among us 
have no idea; we think of lazy Friars, of pining cloistered 
virgins, of ignorant peasants worshipping wood and stone; 
bought and sold indulgences, absolutions and the like 
commonplaces of Protestant satire. Lo! Yonder inscription 
which blazes round the dome of the temple so great and 
glorious it looks like heaven almost, and, as if the words 
were written in stars, it proclaims to all the world that 
this is Peter and on this rock the Church shall be built 
against which Hell shall not prevail.” 


symbols. recognition, 


ocean 


It may well be that these sensitive men spoke in ad 
vance of their times and that, as Dorothy Thompson 
observed a few years ago, the hideous social and political 
consequences of a Christiendom torn asunder by heresy 
may lead many to seek security under what she called 
“Christendom’s oldest roof.” 

Please God that roof may speedily shelter the Lutherans 
and other Protestants of the Old World so that, in God’s 
good Providence, the threat of Oriental despotism before 
which we are divided may unite us in that truth by 
which we are made free, free with the freedom of the 
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sons of God. The thoughts of men are many and divid, 
The thought of God is one. Unity is God's W 


must be done on earth as it is in heaven. 





PIUS XII --- ANGELIC SHEPHERD 
(Continued from page 101) 


State to succeed the aged Cardinal Gasparri who wa 
retiring. 

The rapid rise of Eugenio Pacelli from a simple paris 
priest to Secretary of State, the second highest office in 
the Church, was a tribute to his priestly zeal as much 
to his unquestioned ability. For nine years he collaborated 
with Pope Pius XI to make the Catholic Church every 
where respected and free to discharge her divinely ap 
pointed mission among men. They were happy years 
despite the great burden of sorrows which came to res 
upon the shoulders of the Vicar of Christ and his Secre 
tary of State during that time. Moreover, they were years 
of preparation for Cardinal Pacelli who was to assume 
the awful responsibility of the papal office at the death 
of Pius XI. The latter had always let his deep affection 
for Cardinal Pacelli be known by all. In his last consistory 
he told the Sacred College: ““We commend to Our breth 
ren of the Sacred College of Cardinals the high esteem 
and lofty opinion We hold for the ability and high 
mindedness of Our chief collaborator, Cardinal Pacelli, 
thrice worthy as Our successor in this Apostolic See.” 
Cardinal Pacelli became the Vicar of Christ on March 
1939, on his sixty-third birthday. His pontificate a 
well as his selfless career before he ascended the Throne 
of the Fisherman has been the glorious record of a man 
of God. Few Pontiffs have been able to bring to their 
sublime office as Supreme Head of Christendom the qual 
ities of mind and heart which he had. Always and at al 
times Pope Pius XII has shown himself to be truly a 
priest after the Heart of the Eternal High Priest. 

On April second, our Holy Father, this “most priestly 
priest,” as he had been described by Cardinal Spellman, 
observed the fiftieth anniversary of his ordination to the 
holy priesthood. This is the year of his golden sacerdotal 
jubilee. It is a year of golden opportunities for the Cath 
olic faithful to manifest their love and affection for him 
to whom has been given by Divine Will the shepherd's 
staff of Peter the Apostle. May our prayer for Pope 
Pius XII, “the angelic shepherd,” be always that “the 
Lord keep him safe, give him length of days, and deliver 
him not into the hands of his enemies.” 


5 
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The High Altar of the Church of the Gesu, Rome, illuminated for the Unity Octave services 


Observance of the Unity Octave 
in the Eternal City 


that crowded the magnificent 

Jesuit Church of the Gesu in 
Rome on January 18 to take part in 
the splendid liturgical ceremonies 
that opened the public observance of 
the Church Unity Octave in the 
Capital of Christendom pondered on 
the tremendous significance of their 
presence at these solemn rites. A 
movement of prayer that began on 
another continent and among adher- 
ents of a different faith had perme- 
ated the Catholic world, had been 
sanctioned and blessed by the Shep- 
herd of the Flock, had imbued the 
hearts of the faithful of all nations 
with new concern for the cause of 
Christ. The few adventurous partici- 
pants in that first Unity Octave, ob- 


Pita en few of the vast throng 


ed 


served with the utmost simplicity but 
with genuine faith in a humble Angli- 
can chapel on the hills of Graymoor, 
could hardly have dared to hope 
that one day in the Eternal City it- 
self the people would unite them- 
selves in solemn prayer for the 
fulfillment of that poignant plea 
“That all may be One”! 

The whole eight days, from the 
18th to the closing solemnities of the 
25th, witnessed vast congregations 
joining with the Princes of the 
Church in renewing that prayer. The 
magnificence of that great shrine of 
the common people of Rome was 
heightened by the illumination of the 
high altar and the vast chandeliers 
throughout the nave. Dignitaries 
from different nations and the various 





rites of the vast Catholic body were 
in attendance. Choirs from the ven- 
erable colleges of Rome provided the 
chants that accompanied the prayers 
of the fervent. Solemn Benediction of 
the Blessed Sacrament was imparted 
by Cardinals, Archbishops, Bishops. 
Yet throughout the majestic display 
of ritual and ceremonial there was 
evident that same simple piety and 
confidence in God that prompted the 
original Octave observance forty-one 
years ago. 

On the opening night the Octave 
services at the Gesu were presided 
over by His Eminence, Nicola Car- 
dinal Canali, Grand Penitentiary 
of the Roman Church and Governor 
of Vatican City. His Eminence has 
been solicitous for a long period of 
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time for the welfare of the Society in 
which the Octave had its origin, and 
has been appointed by the Holy 
Father Cardinal Protector of the 
Franciscan Sisters of the Atonement. 
The Church of San Onofrio on the 
Janiculum, now staffed by the Gray- 
moor Friars, comes under His Emi- 
nence’s the 
extraterritorial properties of Vatican 


supervision as one of 
City. The preacher of the evening 
was Father Luigi Masetti, S.J. The 
hymns and sequences of the day were 
sung by members of the Conventual 
His Eminence 
sisted at Benediction by seminarians 
from the Augustinian College of 
Saint Monica. 


Franciscans. was as 


On January 19, dedicated to pray 
er for the return of the Oriental 
Separatists, the Octave services took 
on a distinct Oriental tone, signifying 
thereby the true universality of the 
Catholic Church. His Eminence, 
Eugene Cardinal Tisserant, Bishop of 
Porto and San Rufina, and Secretary 
of the Sacred Congregation for the 





His Eminence, Cardinal Tisserant, Secretary of the Congregation for the Oriental Church, 
with ministers from the Ruthenian College of St. Josephat 
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Oriental Church, presided and pon- 
tificated at Benediction. (Cardinal 
Tisserant visited Graymoor, where 
the Octave had its origin, in 1947, 
and on that occasion voiced his high 
regard for the memory of Father Paul 
James Francis, $.A., the Founder of 
the Church Unity Octave and one 
who was ever solicitous for the wel- 
fare of Catholics of the Eastern 
Rites.) Scholastics of the Society of 
Jesus assisted His Eminence, and the 
music was provided by seminarians 
the Pontifical Ruthenian Col- 
lege of Saint Josaphat. The preacher 
of the evening was Father Eugenio 
Toccafondi, O.P., Prefect of Studies 
at the Angelicum. 


from 


On the following day, which had 
as its special object prayers for the 
return of Anglicans to Roman obedi 
ence, His Excellency, the Most Rev- 
erend John Smith, Titular Bishop of 
Paralo, presided and was celebrant 
at Benediction. The preacher was His 
Excellency, Bishop Stanislaus Battis- 
telli, C.P., of Sovana-Pitigliano. Sem- 





inarians from the Venerable Eng 
College in Rome assisted at the alta 


and provided the music of the sery 


] 
Lsh 


ices. 
Students the German-Hur 
garian College were much in evidence 


from 


at the ceremonies of January 21, act 
ing as ministers at the altar, and lead 
in the prayers for the return of 
Lutherans and other Protestants of the 
Continent. Father Giuseppe Donati, 
C.SS.R., was the preacher of the eve 
ning. The singing was provided by 
the Carmelites of the Ancient Ob 
servance from the College of Saint 
Albert the Great. His Excellency, the 
Most Reverend Pietro Pisani, Titular 
Archbishop of Constanza di Scizia, 
presided and pontificated. 

The America was 
the theme of the Octave on January 
22, when students from the Pont 
Canadian College sang and assisted 
at the altar. Father Albert Gramma 
tico, O.Carm., was the preacher, and 
Bishop Alphonso Camillo de Ro 


manis, Titular Bishop of Porfireone, 


y 
ing 


conversion of 
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presided. On the following day, His 
Eminence Benedetto Cardinal Ma- 
sella, Bishop of Palestrina and Pro- 
Prefect of the Sacred Congregation 
of the Sacraments, presided in the 
great church. The preacher was 
Father Rodolfo Valcanover, O.F.M., 
from the Antonium University. Stu- 
dents from that University sang at 
the services, and ministers at the al- 
tar were from among the Capuchins. 

His Eminence Adeodato Cardinal 
Piazza, Secretary of the Sacred Con- 
sistorial Congregation, was in charge 
on January 24, when the prayer ob- 
jective was the Conversion of the 
Jews. The sermon was given by 
Father Joseph Tenzi, parish priest of 
the Sacred Heart Church in Prati. 
Dominican students assisted at the 
altar, and Third Order Regular 
Franciscans provided the chant. 

The solemnities of the Church 
Unity Octave in Rome were brought 
to a close on the evening of January 
25, when His Eminence Pietro Car- 
dinal Fumasoni-Biondi, Prefect of 
the Congregation for the Propagation 
of the Faith and former Apostolic 
Delegate to the United States, pontifi- 
cated at Solemn Benediction. His 
Eminence was assisted at the altar by 
students from many races who at- 
tend the great College known as 
Propaganda Fidei. The missionary 
note of the Octave was triumphantly 
sounded by the preacher, the Most 
Reverend Carlo Ferrero di Cavaller- 
leone, Titular. Archbishop of Trebi- 
zond and Millitary Ordinary in Italy. 

The capacity attendance at each 
of the Octave services held at the 
Gesu was in large measure due to 
the efforts of the Friars of the Atone- 
ment at San Onofrio’s, under the di- 
rection of their Superior, the Very 
Rev. Father Bonaventure Koelzer, 
$.A., who prepared for the ceremo- 
nies and arranged the program, as 
well as publicized it among the faith- 
ful for some time in advance. Though 
the magnificence of the program 
could hardly be matched elsewhere, 
this Roman observance can well serve 
as a guide for emulation in other 
Catholic centers throughout the 
world when once more the Church 
Unity Octave rolls around. 
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THOUGHTS FOR TODAY 


(Taken from the writings of Fr. Paul) 
CHRIST'S GIFT OF PEACE 


The first or the last word of a great 
man is always interesting. This is pre- 
eminently true of Jesus Christ, incompa- 
rably the greatest of all men because He 
alone of all men was and is God. The 
Seven Last Words of Christ from the 
Cross have a fascination and a power for 
millions of His followers which cannot be 
paralleled by any sayings of the sages and 
prophets of the whole world from the 
beginning of human history until the pres- 
ent hour. 

The first word spoken by the Risen 

Fr, Paul, S.A. Lord to His Apostles after His Resurrec- 
tion from the dead must also have for Cath 
olic men and women an absorbing interest, 
a fascinating attraction and power. What, 

then, was that first word of the Risen Christ to His Chosen Disciples? 
It was Peace. The time was Easter night, the place was an upper room 
in Jerusalem, those present were the eleven save Thomas, who was 
absent. The doors were tightly closed for fear of the Jews, when sud- 
denly, the Evangelist tells us, Jesus stood in the midst and said unto 
them: “Peace be unto you,” and again He repeated the same salutation, 
“Peace be unto you.” (John XX:19-21) It was His Easter gift to His 
Beloved Ones, not the Apostles alone, but through their ministry to 
those, who will believe in Him, until the end of the world and the con- 
summation of the ages. 





For this purpose had He come into the world, namely, to make 
an Atonement for sin, to take away the enmity which existed between 
God and the transgressor, and by His Cross and passion and bitter 
death to purchase for His elect the Peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding. 

The purpose of Christ’s coming into the world was revealed by 
the song of the angels even at the moment of His birth: “Glory to God 
in the highest and on earth Peace to men of good will.” On the night 
of His betrayal after He had celebrated the Pasch with His Disciples in 
the Cenacle He consoles them with the promise: “Peace I leave with 
you, My peace I give unto you; not as the world giveth, give I unto 
you.” (John XIV:27) And now that He has triumphed over hell and 
death and risen from the grave He stands in the midst of His Apostles 
to confirm unto them His promise, and His Easter salutation is “Peace 
be unto you,” and again the second time to make it more emphatic He 
repeats: “Peace be unto you.” 

This glorious Peace, therefore, passing the understanding of men, 
which the world can neither give nor take away, is the Easter gift of 
our Risen Lord to His faithful followers now as on the first Resurrection 
Day nineteen centuries ago. 

Let us thank God, then, this Eastertide for this blessed Gift of 
Peace, and let us always keep ourselves in a state of grace and interiorly 
united with our Risen Lord, that whatever other misfortunes may befall 
us during our earthly pilgrimage, we will never lose that Peace which 
He alone can give and against which the gates of hell shall never prevail. 

















By Theodore 


HE present American fashion demands the denounc- 
ing of Communism. This attitude contrasts vividly 
with that of a few years ago, when Britain and 

the United States were in stark fear of the onrolling 
German war machine. When we went all-out for what 
Churchill called “our brave and glorious Russian allies,” 
it was close to treason to suggest a doubt of our moral 
honesty in taking to our bosom the proponents of athe- 
istic communism. The only warnings came from the 
Pope, the Catholic Bishops and such intelligent patriots 
as Monsignor Sheen. As usual, these warnings were dis- 
“Catholic Propaganda.” 
cans now grasp at them, in order to bolster up their 
opposition to Red Fascism; an opposition dictated, I be- 
lieve, by expediency, 


counted as being mere Ameri- 


rather than principle; an opposi- 
tion based upon fear: fear of financial loss; fear of social 
reconstruction; fear of the unknown. Our present avowed 
intention to re-aarm Western Germany, as a protection 
of Russia, 
Russia, as 
a protection of our economic interests against the might 
of Germany. This unswerving devotion to the interests 
of wealth and force, demonstrates our lack of motives 


of our economic interests against the might 
contrasts with our former policy of arming 


higher than that of self-interest; shows our failure to 
grasp the philosophical and psychological factors under- 
lying the prevailing, world-wide unrest. The liberal, ag- 
nostic, materialistic, money-centered state, of which our 
country forms the outstanding example, is the immediate 
progenitor of the totalitarian, atheistic state. Communism 
is the product of the once-Christian West, not of the 
poly-cultural East. Apathetic Christians have inspired 
enthusiastic atheists; capitalistic excess has generated com- 
munistic distress; your sins and mine have eventuated 
in anti(God Communism. 

The question posed by the title of this essay may 
be answered in one short phrase, namely: “Because Com- 
munism seeks to destroy Christianity... The men of the 
Kremlin are cold-blooded realists, aiming their blows at 
the heart, rather than the periphery, of Christendom. 
They know that Rome is the eternal center of Christian- 
ity, and that the Pope is Christianity’s appointed stand- 
ard-bearer. They know that presently an effective resist- 
ance to atheistic communism can only be offered by the 
Catholic Church. They realize that only the Cross of 
Christ can successfully oppose the advance of the Red 





Why Does the Catholic Church 
Onmose Communism? 


C. PD. Vermilye 
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Star; that only Catholic Christianity is strong enough, 
efficient enough and determined enough to prevent world 
wide domination by totalitarian, Red Fascism. But our 
brief answer is insufficient, because over simplified and 
only partial. Before amplifying it in the positive direc 
tion, let us glance at the negative aspect of our reply. Let 
us realize that our usual, popular, opportunistic reasons 
for opposing and fearing Communism, are very definitely 
NOT those upon which the Church bases her determined 
fight against the encroachments of the Red Monster 


For example: the Catholic Church is not concerned 
with the protection and extension of Capitalism. Capital: 
ism, like its twin brother Secularism, is the offspring of 
the disruptive, sixteenth century revolt against historic 
and logical Christianity. It is but another manifestation of 
those same philosophical and moral falsehoods which pr 
duced the materialistic, secular, liberal state. In the final 
analysis, there is (morally and economically) little t 
choose between Capitalism and Communism. Both are 
deviations from the Christian norm; both militate against 
human dignity and freedom; both are denials of the 
Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of Man 


The Church will not be greatly concerned at the level 
of artificial class distinctions, the 
natural resources, the public ownership and administra 
tion of public services, the more equitable distribution of 
the public wealth. She will remain unmoved by sorrow 


ing socialization of 


when the wealthy minority can no longer grow more 
wealthy, through the sweat and labor of the poor major 
ity. In a word, the Catholic Church does not oppose 
Communism because it promises to put its hand in our 
pockets; to extract the unearned increment which we 
have unjustly called “our own.” Knowing that a man i 
entitled to no reward for which he has not worked, she 
is very much interested in the erection of a society in 
which the worker shall be paid a living, FAMILY 
a wage, that is, sufficient to enable him to marry, have 
offspring, support and educate them, protect his wife from 
sexual and household slavery, save enough to acquire 4 
decent home of his own, and insure a modest comfort 
in old age. She defends the right to private property 
she denies all right of private monopoly. She defends the 
right of all to work and earn, if able; to obtain adequate 
assistance from society if incapacitated. She denies the 
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right of any man to deal in human life and labor, as 
commodities. 

Again, the Catholic Church will not be interested in 
the preservation of any one form of government. Not 
interested, that is, until a truly Christian Democracy is 
at last established. Such a society would be consonant 
with the Mind of Christ and, consequently, with the 
Mind of His Mystical Body, the Church. Holy Church 
has lived and functioned so long, has seen the rise and 
decline of so many governmental theories, has pursued 
her serene way under so many varieties of social organiza- 
tion, that she is never unduly inflamed over the demise 
of an empire, a kingdom, a republic, a bureaucracy, an 
aristocracy or a democracy. She can, has and will live 
and discharge her divine mission, in more or less cordial 
cooperation with all of these. In the future, she will 
function equally well under forms of government which 
men will devise; forms so far unknown to us. All are 
alike in her eyes, with one notable exception. Against the 
imposition of totalitarianism, she fights and will continue 
to fight, with every resource at her command. By the 
very nature of her being, she must uphold the all-embrac- 
ing supremacy of the Divine Law, as against any and all 
conflicting human law. She recognizes the Crown Rights 
of but one absolute sovereign, Christ the Universal King. 
She makes only one demand of any civil government: 
complete freedom to exercise her God-given responsibility 
of teaching and ruling in the moral sphere, of instructing 
youth in the knowledge and love of God, of defending 
and maintaining the integrity of the family, which is the 
basic unit of a decent civilization. Under any totalitarian 
government, whether it be Red, Black or Brown Fascism; 
whether it be Communism, Nazism, Secularism or Ku- 
Klux-ism: her freedom is denied, her mission frustrated, 
her efforts nullified. 

The opposition of the Catholic Church to Communism 
is not based upon opportunism, nor upon a desire to 
maintain the* status quo, nor upon a weak fear of all 
change, nor upon a false idea of imaginary race superior- 
ity. She knows that all men are spiritually equal, what- 
ever their race or color. She knows that all men are the 
children of God, and that she is the spiritual Mother 
of all mankind. She knows that she has been commissioned 
by Jesus Christ to exercise toward all men, until the end 
of time, the duties of a loving, intelligent mother, in rear- 
ing, nurturing, sustaining, guiding, training and educat- 
ing them. She knows that sometimes she must correct 
them; must oppose their stupid, willful departures from 
the truth, and their repeated espousal of evil. When they 
become so puffed up with their own importance that 
they deny the God who made them, flout His Law, and 
erect false gods in His place, it becomes her duty to 
vigorously oppose their errors, obtain their correction, 
and endeavor their return to a sane life. 


Men are prone to erect false gods. Those of stone and 
wood and metal were long in evidence. They were pretty 
thoroughly destroyed by the Church, but were promptly 
succeeded by the idols of materialism, secularism, indi- 
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vidualism, nationalism and the misnamed “enlighten- 
ment.” These evil spirits are still worshipped by mil- 
lions, in spite of the constant efforts of Holy Church. 
But, in our days, they have been welded into one, and 
this one more horrible and soul-destroying than all the 
others. This is the omnipotent, totalitarian state. This idol, 
this false god, this monster, surpasses even the rampant 
nationalism which sprang from the disruptive forces even 
of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries; it reproduces the 
foolish deification of the pagan Roman State; it elevates 
the impersonal, implacable state to the altars of the per- 
sonal, loving God. It demands that all men worship this 
false god, and that they surrender to this idol their minds, 
their wills, their property, their bodies; together with 
their children. 

Communism, per se, is not necessarily evil. It need not 
be the manifestation of materialism, atheism or totali- 
tarianism. Therefore, the Church does not oppose and 
condemn all communistic theories, or all of the many 
methods by which they have been put into operation. 
She does condemn and oppose communism when it is 
based upon a false philosophy, is imposed by force, con- 
stitutes itself a rival religion, or sets up state-worship, in 
the place of the divine cult. Modern, materialistic, athe- 
isic, Marxian Communism functions in all of these cate- 
gories and is, therefore, ipso facto, unconditionally con- 
demned and unfailingly opposed by Holy Church. By 
contrast, observe true and worthy communism, as exem- 
plified by the primitive Catholic Church in past ages, and 
by monasticism through all of the Christian centuries. 
Primitive Christian communism was given up when the 
Church had expanded over such vast areas that it was 
no longer workable. Monastic communism has endured, 
and today flourishes in its full, pristine vigor and beauty. 
This is possible because a monastery, especially one of 
the Order of Saint Benedict, is a family group: a close- 
knit unit on the human scale. And monasticism is a com- 
munal, cooperative way of life, not imposed by totali- 
tarian authority, but voluntarily assumed by each indi- 
vidual. Furthermore, it is Deo-centric and self-sacrificing. 
It is concerned, first of all, with the greater glory of God; 
then with the greater good of humanity. It magnifies and 
promotes the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of 
Man, through the mediation of the divino-human Nexus, 
Jesus Christ the God-Man, eternal Son of God and in- 
carnate Elder Brother of all men. Such communities of 
men, or women, are warmly approved by the Church, 
and manifest the only sort of communism which is valid, 
enduring and successful. 

The world has seen many attempts to establish com- 
munism; attempts made by men of many races, creeds 
and colors. A few of these have been good; most of them 
evil. And their evil nature has sprung from their having 
been rooted in false philosophies. This is especially true 
of the modern version of communism, preached by Marx 
and Engels, established in Russia and her satellite states, 
known to us as “Bolshevism” or “Sovietism.” Of the 
many errors taught by this reprehensible philosophy, the 
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outstanding are denial of the existence of God and of 
human souls, and the assertion that the individual exists 
only for the welfare of the state. (Manifestly, the oppo- 
site is true: The state exists only for the well-being of 
each and every individual.) A state founded upon such 
false and evil bases, is of necessity secular, materialistic 
and atheistic. To be consistent, such a state must 
cute the Church and strive to eradicate Christianity. Its 
representatives, necessarily, are liars and double-dealers, 
because they have no knowledge of the absolute, deny the 


perse- 


concepts of good and evil, and are bound by no notions 
of objective truth. Expediency is their sole standard of 


behavior 


Atheistic Communism is much more than a theory of 
government, going as it does to the roots of human liv 
ing, and controlling all departments of life. Atheistic 
Communism actually is a religion; the only religion in 
the modern world which forms a vigorous and able rival 
to Catholic Christianity. Its bible is “Das Kapital” by 
Marx and Engels; its creed is “The Communist Mani- 
festo.” Its devotees are well-instructed, convinced 
self-sacrificing. They are quite willing to become martyrs 


and 


for their cause, and are usually fiery missionaries, intent 
on spreading their false gospel throughout the world. 
The dedicated enthusiasm of Communists matches that of 
far excels that of modern, luke- 
warm, nominal “Christians.” And all of their political 
and economic activity, having a truly religious aspect, 


primitive Christians; 


springs from acceptance of a false philosophy. The force 
of this conviction and activity is such that it sweeps 
before it all half-hearted opposition, based upon a partial 
Christianity and a faulty philosophy. The separated and 
divided Christian world will be able to cooperate fully 
in successful opposition to Communism, if and when it 
re-unites under the guidance of Christ’s universal Vicar; 
practices the Faith of the Universal Church; reasons and 
acts according to the precepts of genuine and _ logical 
Christian philosophy. Such a united Christian Front 
would promptly halt the advance of Atheistic Commu- 
nism, overcome its tremendous might, win over its ad- 
herents and unite them with their human brothers, in 
the one, holy Family of God's faithful people. (We have 
here the pragmatic argument for the reunion of Chris- 
tendom; not an argument drawn from theological, ethical 
and moral postulates; not the ideal argument; but still 
one which is powerful, and which affects the well-being 
of humanity.) 


The positive side of the answer to the question we 
have asked ourselves is this: The Catholic Church opposes 
Communism because the philosophy of Communism 
denies the dignity and freedom of human nature; be- 
cause it destroys the sanctity and integrity of the family; 
because it is secular, materialistic and atheistic; because 
it erects the totalitarian state; because it pretends to fur- 
ther social and economic equality, while acually imposing 
the “dictatorship of the proletariat”; because it recog- 
nizes the Catholic Church as its natural and continuing 
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enemy; because it knows that there will be no diminutio: 
of this determined and effective enmity; because it con 
stantly strives to nullify the divine mission of the Church 
and eventually destroy her. The opposition of the Church 
s grounded in her knowledge that she alone possesse 


and applies the one philosophical system which is valid 
and operative, because according to the Mind of God 
Her opposition is activated by her realization that, whik 
Marxian philosophy is evil and invalid, it cannot suc 
cessfully be opposed by any pseudo-Christian philosophy 
In a word, Holy Church opposes modern Communism 
because it is built upon a false Philosophy. 

And 
Church implements her opposition to this widespread, 
You will, 


interested, perhaps surprised, to learn 


now, a word as to the manner in which the 
false philosophy which produces evil life. 
doubt, be 
that by command of the present Pope, at all of the un 
numbered altars of the Church, throughout the world, 
millions of Catholics daily unite in prayer for the con 


no 


version of the Russian people. There is no moment of 
the day or night which lacks the offering of the Sacrifice 
of the Mass, in some part of the globe. After every Mass, 
the priest kneels before the altar and leads the faithful 
in vernacular prayers, imploring the mercy of God upon 
His millions of Russian children. These prayers will con 
tinue to rise to heaven, hour after hour, day after day, 
month after month, year after year, until such time as 
God will abolish Atheistic Communism, convert Com 
munists to the Christian Faith, and bring all men to that 
“constant mutual charity” which reflects and extends the 
vibrant, creative love of the Holy Trinity. 

Comrade Stalin has said that because the Church lacks 
guns, airplanes, submarines and atom bombs, she is in: 
capable of carrying on warfare. His premise is correct 
his conclusion is erroneous. His atheistic philosophy hides 
from him the spiritual factor which was so apparent to 
Saint Paul, “Put on the whole armor of 
God. Our wrestling is against principalities and powers, 
against the rulers of darkness and the spiritual forces of 
wickedness. Stand, therefore, having girded your loins 
with truth, having put on the breastplate of justice, hav 
ing your feet shod with the readiness of the gospel of 
peace. Take up the shield of faith, the helmet of salva 
tion and the sword of the spirit.” Here is the roster of 
the Church’s armament; her enduring order of the day. 
Through almost two thousand years, she has thus armed 
herself, and has obeyed this admonition. She will so con 
tinue until the end of time. Her ammunition is the cor 
quering power of prayer, winning for her the spiritual 
warfare which she constantly wages. Through prayer, 
all things are possible to her. By prayer, she takes heaven 
by storm; by prayer, she overcomes evil and establishes 
truth. And by prayer, aided by intelligence and perse 
verance, fortified by faith, animated by hope, and moti 
vated by charity, she will at last defeat Communism, 
convert Communists, and unite the entire world in that 
one Sacred Community which integrates mankind with 
the communal society of heaven. 
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Gather Paul 


A Biography 


of Graymoor 
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CHAPTER FIFTEEN 
A PRIEST FOREVER 


HERE was an air of suppressed excitement at the 
Dunwoodie Seminary one November afternoon in 
1909. The rector to the 
that Archbishop Farley had decided to send the convert- 
founder of Graymoor to St. Joseph’s to make his theolog- 


announced seminarians 


ical studies with them before ordaining him to the priest- 


hood. This was wonderful news for the students—even 
exciting. They looked to his coming for Father Paul was 
by no means unknown. Even before his conversion, they 
had often heard of him and his Episcopalian monastery 
up the Hudson near Peekskill. When the news of his 
submission to the Church became known, many wondered 
them the what the 
Archbishop of New York would do about having him 


ordained as a Catholic priest. 


—among Dunwoodie seminarians 


it himself. Now 
that he had made his submission to Catholic authority, 


In fact Father Paul wondered about 


he realized that he was stripped of all ecclesiastical rank 
Where he had once been a fully ordained clergyman in 
the Episcopal Church, he was now nothing more than a 
layman. He did not even have a canonical standing as a 
religious in the Catholic Church. True he continued to 
wear his habit but his vows taken as an Episcopalian had 
no legal binding according to Catholic church law. Before 
he could this, he would 
again 


them 
hands 


get have to pronounce 
this time by authorization and into the 
of the Archbishop of New York or his delegate. 

While awaiting the good pleasure of Archbishop Farley 
to act on this and similar matters which required his 
person attention, he and his little community enjoyed the 
gracious company of ‘Father Paschal Robinson, O.F.M. 
He was one of the two Friars Minor who had been 
present for their reception into the Church and had 
remained behind to act unofficially as their chaplain 
until such time as they could get one. 

Daily he offered Holy Mass for them and took care 


of the many other spiritual needs of a religious com- 
munity. Father Drain, the pastor of the Catholic Church 
in Cold Spring a few miles away in whose parish Gray- 
moor was situated, also lent a helping hand in time of 
need. He frequently filled in as chaplain whenever the 
occasion arose. 
cared to admit. 


And this was more often than anyone 


The matter of obtaining the services of a conscientious 
chaplain was a thorny problem in the early days of the 
Society of the Atonement. Being without a priest of their 
own until Father Paul’s own ordination, they were com 
pletely dependent upon outside help if they wanted to 
have Mass or any other service requiring a priest. The 
Archbishop of New York did his best to supply them 
with a chaplain at all times but so often his choice of 
one was most unhappy. Even then it was no guarantee 
of regular service. More than once the community had 
to forego the privilege of daily Mass because the ap- 
pointed priest was not on hand to take care of it. 

The burden of the blame did not all lay on one side. 
It was no easy task that the Archbishop gave to one of 
his priests when he asked him 
chaplain. The life there was lonely and uninviting. The 
friars and sisters both were the first to admit this fact, 
even to point it out to Archbishop Farley. There was 
little companionship of the type that a priest would find 
in a parish rectory. The meals were far from being the 
most tasty. There was little money in those days to 
spend for delicate dishes. 


to go to Graymoor as 


To ask a priest to give up even those ordinary com- 
forts that he had every right to expect seemed to be 
asking too much. And so eventually it turned out to be 
a matter of sending anybody who could be prevailed 
upon to go. Frequently the lot fell upon someone totally 
unsympathetic to the community and painfully unsuited 
for the work. The resulting situation was extremely un- 
pleasant and caused much anguish to the friars and 
sisters. Instead of finding in their chaplain the sort of 
spiritual director which they sorely needed at that par- 





Editor’s Note: 


Peekskill, New York. 





It will be a much-appreciated favor if any among our readers who possess biographical data or letters of 
historical value relating to the life of Very Rev. Father Paul Francis, S.A., will write to the author of this 


biography of the Founder of the Society of the Atonement. Address: Rev. Lewis Furlan, S.A., The Lamp, 
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ticular time when they were new in the Church, they 
more often than not found themselves up against a blind 
wall. 

How often Mother Lurana confesses in her diary the 
heartaches she and every other member of the Society 
suffered on this’ very score time after time. Only as a 
last resort did she turn to the Archbishop to complain 
to him that some priest assigned as their chaplain had 
gone to New York—presumably for the day only—and 
then had not been heard of until days later. In the mean- 
while they had to carry on as well as they could by 
themselves. Again, if sometimes they did succeed in ob- 
taing a conscientious chaplain, he would frequently be 
too old or burdened with some illness to be of much 
service to them. 

Thus they ran the gamut of chaplains sent to them. 
The first one was an old Dominican who came on one 
day and departed the next with the explanation that he 
had some business to attend to in the city. He came back 
once more the following week and then left permanently. 
A few days later they received his note informing them 
that he was not returning, that he was needed elsewhere, 
that he could not “stand the life at Graymoor,” the lone- 
liness of the wilderness fills him with terrified homesick- 
ness, that he has no vocation to be a hermit, and that 
he fears the cold of the coming winter. So the substance 
of his letter of explanation was recorded in her diary by 


Mother Lurana. 


The next one was an Italian priest. The letter from 
the Archbishop’s secretary informed them that he spoke 
English “pretty well.” He stayed about a week and then 
departed with the excuse that his would 
not permit him to walk from the friary on top of the 
hill to the convent in the valley each morning for Mass 
He was succeeded by another Italian who stuck to his 
post for more than two weeks. Then while on a visit 
to Mt. Vernon, he fell off a trolley car and was injured. 
Again the diocesan chancery had to be approached for 
a new chaplain. In her diary, Mother Lurana observed: 
“The poor Archbishop, he must think Graymoor a howl- 
ing wilderness where no living priest can exist.” The 
chaplains came and went in this fashion. The problem 
was never completely solved until the Society of the 
Atonement had its own priests to take care of the com- 
munity’s needs. 


rheumatism 


This was but one of the matters that awaited Arch- 
bishop Farley’s attention. On November 10th he himself 
paid a visit to Graymoor. He arrived in the morning and 
after inspecting both the friary and the convent, he 
confirmed the members of the Society. There were thir- 
teen in all—besides the two friars and five nuns, there 
were six lay associates. Father Paschal was also present 
to affiliate the community to the Franciscan Order. Rep- 
resenting his own provincial, he received them into the 
Third Order of St. Francis, investing them with the 
scapular and cord symbolic of the habit of the Order. 

The afternoon was spent in conference with the two 
founders. There were many details to be ironed out 
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The late Cardinal Farley 


before anything like a regular monastic routine could 
be put into effect at Graymoor. The Archbishop advised 
them both to proceed cautiously in the management of 
the affairs of their respective communities. He told them 
frankly that he was keenly aware of the fact that the 
canonical procedure of the Church to which they had 
to conform was understandably quite unfamiliar to them 
For this reason he counseled them to turn to him for 
direction rather than risk making a mistake that could 
conceivably hold back their progress for years. 

This occasion of Archbishop Farley’s first visit to 
Graymoor has always been remembered with fondness 
Here for the first time Father Paul and Mother Lurana 
saw him as he really was—affectionately charming and 
intensely taken up with the moment of their affairs 
Point by point he went through the business at hand with 
never an attempt to rush matters. The almost infinite 
care which he took to explain some obscure ‘detail, the 
patient understanding with which he listened to theit 
problems, all these made a never-to-be-forgotten imprey 
sion on the two founders. The memory which they still 
had of their first meeting with him when they were yet 
Anglicans, coldly impersonal, even brusque, was alread} 
obliterated. As he took his leave of them that afternoon, 
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he told Father Paul that it was his wish to see the con- 
tinued publication of The Lamp as he felt that it could 
work untold good among its many non-Catholic readers 
who would most certainly continue to read it. To make 
sure that lack of funds for this purpose would not delay 
its next appearance he even gave its editor fifty dollars. 
Mother Lurana received an even more substantial sum 
from him, one hundred dollars to see the sisters through 
the difficult time at hand. 

What to do about making up the training that Father 
Paul lacked in Catholic theology before ordaining him 
had been one of the questions under discussion in the 
afternoon's conference. Archbishop Farley recognized how 
important if was to work out an arrangement permitting 
him to remain in close touch with his community at 
Graymoor all the while that he studied theology at the 
diocesan seminary in Yonkers. Accordingly he instructed 
him to spend five days of every week at the seminary, 
leaving Graymoor on Sunday afternoon and returning 
each Thursday evening. It gave Father Paul a long week- 
end in which to take care of the hundred and one matters 
that always seemed to pile up for his attention. In addi- 
tion to his regular classes, he was given the personal 
assistance of one of the seminary instructors for after 
class work. With such an arrangement Archbishop Farley 


hoped to be able to ordain Father Paul without com 


pelling him to go through the normal four-year course 


the others had to take. 


On the Sunday following this visit, Father Paul made 
ready to catch the afternoon train to Yonkers. He had 
been told to begin classes just as soon as he could put 
his affairs at Graymoor in order. For the first time since 


} he had put it on almost ten years before when he was 


still an Anglican monk, Father Paul took off his brown 
habit to go out into the world. This was the Archbishop's 
command even though he knew that the curious stares 
of the passers-by did not phase Father Paul in the least 
as they watched him walk down a city street in his robe 
and sandaled feet. As a Catholic priest he was told to 
conform to customary practice in the matter of clerical 
found it a strange experience though he did 
not for a moment think of disobeying the command. If 
anything, it was the sisters who found it more disconcert- 
ing than he. That evening Mother Lurana noted in her 
diary: “Father put on secular priests’ clothes and took 
the train for St. Joseph’s Seminary, Yonkers. It was 
| dreadful to see him out of the dear brown habit. One 
bof the Sisters cried.” 

“Brother” Paul, as the Archbishop gave it to under- 
jstand for him to be called while at the seminary, was 
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jwell received by professors and students alike. Despite 
: his advanced age—he was now forty-six years old—he 
pitted in well with the routine of the seminary. The 
p students themselves regarded him almost with veneration. 
His fame awed them and the stories of his ascetic prac- 
tees had impressed them. Now they welcomed the op- 
pPortunity of getting to know him more intimately. They 
son found out the type of character that he was. Few 
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Father Paschal Robinson, O.F.M., who later 
became Archbishop and died a few months 
ago while Papal Nuncio to Ireland 


could resist his endearing qualities. He had a genius for 
making friends and rarely was he seen on the campus, 
either between classes or during recreation, when he was 
not encompassed by a group of students. 

The weeks passed into months and Father Paul ad- 
hered to his weekly schedule of four days at Dunwoodie 
and three days at Graymoor with clocklike regularity. 
His store of seemed to be inexhaustible. The 
strenuous round of classes did not in the least cut down 
the amount of work he set himself to do over the week- 
end. Invariably a mound of correspondence awaited him 
on his desk when he returned to the friary on Thursday 
evening. Then there were frequent calls to make at the 
chancery office in New York which he had to fit into 
his weekend schedule. The most annoying task, ‘however, 
and one which really strained his physical resources was 
the legal dispute between the Sisters and the Episcopalian 
trustees of the property on which stood the convent and 
St. John’s Church. The litigation began shortly after the 
Society of the Atonement was received into the Catholic 
Church and, as has been noted in the previous chapter, 
it extended over a long period of years. This was a trying 
ordeal no less for Father Paul than for the Sisters. While 
his own property was in no danger since he possessed 
a clear deed to it, he was gravely concerned for the wel- 
fare of the Sisters. After all he felt personally responsible 
for them and whatever affected them was of vital concern 
to him. It was for this reason that he undertook to handle 
the bulk of the details of this distasteful business for 
them. This was no easy task for it necessitated numerous 
visits first to one law office and then to another, consum- 


energy 
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ticular time when they were new in the Church, they 
more often than not found themselves up against a blind 
wall. 

How often Mother Lurana confesses in her diary the 
heartaches she and every other member of the Society 
suffered on this’ very score time after time. Only as a 
last resort did she turn to the Archbishop to complain 
to him that some priest assigned as their chaplain had 
gone to New York—presumably for the day only—and 
then had not been heard of until days later. In the mean- 
while they had to carry on as well as they could by 
themselves. Again, if sometimes they did succeed in ob 
taing a conscientious chaplain, he would frequently be 
too old or burdened with some illness to be of much 
service to them. 

Thus they ran the gamut of chaplains sent to them 
The first one was an old Dominican who came on one 
day and departed the next with the explanation that he 
had some business to attend to in the city. He came back 
once more the following week and then left permanently. 
A few days later they received his note informing them 
that he was not returning, that he was needed elsewhere, 
that he could not “stand the life at Graymoor,” the lone- 
liness of the wilderness fills him with terrified homesick- 
ness, that he has no vocation to be a hermit, and that 
he fears the cold of the coming winter. So the substance 
of his letter of explanation was recorded in her diary by 


Mother Lurana. 


The next one was an Italian priest. The letter from 
the Archbishop's secretary informed them that he spoke 
English “pretty well.” He stayed about a week and then 
departed with the excuse that his rheumatism would 
not permit him to walk from the friary on top of the 
hill to the convent in the valley each morning for Mass. 
He was succeeded by another Italian who stuck to his 
post for more than two weeks. Then while on a visit 
to Mt. Vernon, he fell off a trolley car and was injured. 
Again the diocesan chancery had to be approached for 
a new chaplain. In her diary, Mother Lurana observed: 
“The poor Archbishop, he must think Graymoor a howl- 
ing wilderness where no living priest can exist.” The 
chaplains came and went in this fashion. The problem 
was never completely solved until the Society of the 
Atonement had its own priests to take care of the com- 
munity’s needs. 

This was but one of the matters that awaited Arch- 
bishop Farley’s attention. On November 10th he himself 
paid a visit to Graymoor. He arrived in the morning and 
after inspecting both the friary and the convent, he 
confirmed the members of the Society. There were thir- 
teen in all—besides the two friars and five nuns, there 
were six lay associates. Father Paschal was also present 
to affiliate the community to the Franciscan Order. Rep- 
resenting his own provincial, he received them into the 
Third Order of St. Francis, investing them with the 
scapular and cord symbolic of the habit of the Order. 

The afternoon was spent in conference with the two 
founders. There were many details to be ironed out 





The late Cardinal Farley 


before anything like a regular monastic routine could 
be put into effect at Graymoor. The Archbishop advised 
them both to proceed cautiously in the management of 
the affairs of their respective communities. He told them 
frankly that he was keenly aware of the fact that the 
canonical procedure of the Church to which they had 
to conform was understandably quite unfamiliar to them. 
For this reason he counseled them to turn to him for 
direction rather than risk making a mistake that could 
conceivably hold back their progress for years. 

This occasion of Archbishop Farley's first visit to 
Graymoor has always been remembered with fondness. 
Here for the first time Father Paul and Mother Lurana 
saw him as he really was—affectionately charming and 
intensely taken up with the moment of their affairs. 
Point by point he went through the business at hand with 
never an attempt to rush matters. The almost infinite 
care which he took to explain some obscure ‘detail, the 
patient understanding with which he listened to their 
problems, all these made a never-to-be-forgotten impres 
sion on the two founders. The memory which they still 
had of their first meeting with him when they were yet 
Anglicans, coldly impersonal, even brusque, was already 
obliterated. As he took his leave of them that afternoon, 
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he told Father Paul that it was his wish to see the con- 
tinued publication of The Lamp as he felt that it could 
work untold good among its many non-Catholic readers 
who would most certainly continue to read it. To make 
sure that lack of funds for this purpose would not delay 
its next appearance he even gave its editor fifty dollars 
Mother Lurana received an even more substantial sum 
from him, one hundred dollars to see the sisters through 
the difficult time at hand. 

What to do about making up the training that Father 
Paul lacked in Catholic theology before ordaining him 
had been one of the questions under discussion in the 
afternoon's conference. Archbishop Farley recognized how 
important it was to work out an arrangement permitting 
him to remain in close touch with his community at 
Graymoor all the while that he studied theology at the 
diocesan seminary in Yonkers. Accordingly he instructed 
him to spend five days of every week at the seminary, 
leaving Graymoor on Sunday afternoon and returning 
each Thursday evening. It gave Father Paul a long week- 
end in which to take care of the hundred and one matters 
that always seemed to pile up for his attention. In addi- 
tion to his regular classes, he was given the personal 
assistance of one of the seminary instructors for after 
class work. With such an arrangement Archbishop Farley 
hoped to be able to ordain Father Paul without com- 
pelling him to go through the normal four-year course 
the others had to take. 

On the Sunday following this visit, Father Paul made 
ready to catch the afternoon train to Yonkers. He had 
been told to begin classes just as soon as he could put 
his affairs at Graymoor in order. For the first time since 
he had put it on almost ten years before when he was 
still an Anglican monk, Father Paul took off his brown 
habit to go out into the world. This was the Archbishop's 
command even though he knew that the curious stares 
of the passers-by did not phase Father Paul in the least 
as they watched him walk down a city street in his robe 
and sandaled feet. As a Catholic priest he was told to 
conform to customary practice in the matter of clerical 
dress. He found it a strange experience though he did 
not for a moment think of disobeying the command. If 
anything, it was the sisters who found it more disconcert- 
ing than he. That evening Mother Lurana noted in her 
diary: “Father put on secular priests’ clothes and took 
the train for St. Joseph’s Seminary, Yonkers. It was 
dreadful to see him out of the dear brown habit. One 
of the Sisters cried.” 

“Brother” Paul, as the Archbishop gave it to under- 
stand for him to be called while at the seminary, was 
well received by professors and students alike. Despite 
his advanced age—he was now forty-six years old—he 
fitted in well with the routine of the seminary. The 
students themselves regarded him almost with veneration. 
His fame awed them and the stories of his ascetic prac- 
tices had impressed them. Now they welcomed the op- 
Portunity of getting to know him more intimately. They 
son found out the type of character that he was. Few 
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could resist his endearing qualities. He had a genius for 
making friends and rarely was he seen on the campus, 
either between classes or during recreation, when he was 
not encompassed by a group of students. 

The weeks passed into months and Father Paul ad- 
hered to his weekly schedule of four days at Dunwoodie 
and three days at Graymoor with clocklike regularity. 
His store of seemed to be inexhaustible. The 
strenuous round of classes did not in the least cut down 
the amount of work he set himself to do over the week- 
end. Invariably a mound of correspondence awaited him 
on his desk when he returned to the friary on Thursday 
evening. Then there were frequent calls to make at the 
chancery office in New York which he had to fit into 
his weekend schedule. The most annoying task, however, 


energy 


and one which really strained his physical resources was 
the legal dispute between the Sisters and the Episcopalian 
trustees of the property on which stood the convent and 
St. John’s Church. The litigation began shortly after the 
Society of the Atonement was received into the Catholic 
Church and, as has been noted in the previous chapter, 
it extended over a long period of years. This was a trying 
ordeal no less for Father Paul than for the Sisters. While 
his own property was in no danger since he possessed 
a clear deed to it, he was gravely concerned for the wel- 
fare of the Sisters. After all he felt personally responsible 
for them and whatever affected them was of vital concern 
to him. It was for this reason that he undertook to handle 
the bulk of the details of this distasteful business for 
them. This was no easy task for it necessitated numerous 
visits first to one law office and then to another, consum- 
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ing time that could have been used more profitably for 
other matters. But more than any other reason he dreaded 
this task because of the possible psychological reaction 
it might produce in the minds of his former Episcopalian 
coreligionists. One incident of this sort could leave such 
a bitter taste behind that the door to effective work for 
reunion would be forever closed to him. 

Apart from this unpleasant situation which hung 
threateningly for so many years over the Society of the 
Atonement, the affairs of the community 
smoothly enough. Many pleasant incidents happened 
which took the minds of the friars and sisters off those 
that were discouraging. One of these was a letter which 
Father Paul received from a Jesuit priest in Rome whom 
he had asked to entreat the Holy Father to bless the 
Church Unity Octave the next time that he had an 
audience with him. This priest in turn had requested a 
confrere, Father Brandi, who was the editor of the in- 
fluential paper Civilta Cattolica, to render Father Paul 
The outcome of this audience with Pope 


procee ded 


this service. 
Pius X was described in the above mentioned letter 
received at Graymoor early in January, 1910. “I am 


happy to inform your Reverence,” wrote Father Brandi, 
“That in my audience of this morning I spoke to the 
Holy Father about Fr. Paul’s case and request. His Holi- 
ness listened with great pleasure to the particulars I 
related. and with his whole heart blessed the said Fr. 
Paul, the ‘Institute of the Society of the Atonement’ and 
its work. The Holy Father, moreover, gave a special 
blessing to the Octave of Prayer for Unity and wished 
it great success.” 

Such warm messages from high ranking ecclesiastics 
had the effect of a tonic on Father Paul. They never 
failed to lift his spirits if they should be low at the 
moment. At such times his hopes for forming a commu- 
nity which would fulfill every expectation of those who 
placed so much confidence in it burned high. This was 
chiefly the reason why he utilized every spare moment 
that he had during the weekends at Graymoor to work 
on the Constitutions of the Friars. He knew that until 
these were drawn up to the satisfaction of the ecclesi- 
astical authorities there was little possibility of progress. 
In fact this had been one of the injunctions of Monsignor 
Falconio at the time that he had conveyed the Holy 
Father's reply to the Society's petition for corporate 
reception. 

Difficult as the work on the Constitutions was, it went 
along much faster than they had dared to hope. Once 
again the Friars Minor showed their willingness to assist 
them as they tried so valiantly to become a full fledged 
religious congregation with a canonical standing. Father 
Paschal Robinson, previously mentioned, and Father Ed- 
ward Blecke, who was the provincial resident in New 
York, did the greatest share of the work. Their knowledge 
of Canon Law and the rich experience of their Franciscan 
tradition which they placed completely at the service of 
Father Paul saved him many hours of needless labor. 
Certainly he was spared from making the mistakes that 
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anyone with his inexperience would have doubtlessly 
made. To these two devoted Friars Minor, as well as to 
Father Stanislaus Woywood, O.F.M., who on a later date 
rendered the same invaluable service to the community, 
the Society of the Atonement owes a debt of gratitude 
which can never be fully repaid. If credit is to be given 
to anyone, it must be acknowledged that it is due t 
their efforts that the Constitutions of the Friars were 
so successfully fitted into the general framework of the 
Franciscan spirit and tradition. 

As the seminary term drew to a close in the spring 
months of 1910, Father Paul was informed by the rector, 
Monsignor Chadwick, that he would be promoted t 
subdeaconship and deaconship with the regular classes 
that the Archbishop was to ordain on May 19th and 
May 21st. However, he also advised him not to enter 
tain any hopes of being ordained to the priesthood that 
year. Archbishop Farley, he said, considered it inadvis 
able to advance him to the priesthood until he had at 
least another year of theology. 

Father Paul resigned himself to this 
though all along he had been confident that the Arch 
bishop would raise him to the priesthood so that he 


decision even 
vuld 
return to Graymoor and care for its spiritual needs. But 
this was not so with the sisters. They began a novena 
to Our Lady of Perpetual Help to obtain the favor of 
an early ordination for Father Paul. And, under date of 
Wednesday, June 8th, we read in the diary of Mother 
Lurana the following note: “A letter from Father tells 
us the wonderful news that the Archbishop will ordain 
him on June 16th in the Seminary chapel. It is a miracle, 
nothing short of it! My faith was not great enough—in 
to consider it possible that 
Arch 


bishop had repeatedly said that under no circumst 


spite of Father’s assurance 
his priesting would be this summer. I knew the 
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would he ordain him under a year. Wonderful to relate, 
the 16th is the Feast of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, she 
to whom we have prayed for this intention.” 
When the great day of ordination at last 
there were just a few of Father Paul's intimate friends on 
hand for the ceremony. From Graymoor came Mother 
Lurana and Sister Amelia. Father Paschal Robinson wai 
also present as he was for so many other notable occa 
sions in the early days cf the Society. And from the 
Capuchin Monastery in Yonkers came Father Solanus, 
a saintly Capuchin whom Father Paul had asked to preach 
the serman at his First Solemn Mass. That night befor 
retiring, Mother Lurana committed to her diary her im 
pressions of the day which might well be used here t 


arrived, 


summarize this long-awaited event in the life of Father 
Paul. “I cannot describe,” 
ceremony any more than you can describe the dignity 0 
our Father, nor the look upon his face. A true son @ 
St. Francis in his grey-brown habit and white vestments 
lined with blue and white linen alb, embroidered # 
blue with Our Lady’s monogram and lilies. Ah, nov, 
on one can question his priesthood, a priest forevet, 
forever!” 


she wrote, “the wonderful 


(To be continued) 
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Me. N a lengthy memorandum presented to the United 
a Nations Assembly last month by Right Rev. Msgr. 
* 7 Thomas J. McMahon, national secretary of the Cath- 
ne olice Near East Welfare Association, he recommended 
ne the internationalization of Jerusalem and the restoration 
re of Arab refugees to their ancestral homes in the State of 
idvi Israel ; 

' Returning to New York recently after an extended 
sD survey of conditions in the Near East, Msgr. McMahon 
“a pointed out that, following his request to the United 


Nations in August 1948 asking an inquiry regarding 
criminal acts against Christian persons and places during 





the progress of the Palestinian warfare, he was happy 
to testify to the genuine desire of the government of 


™ mE Israel to repair the damage done and to maintain proper 
i “.f relations with the religious institutes within its boundaries. 
ra “However,” he continues, “recent public statements 
~ ri of Israeli government officials as well as acts of the gov- 
ae ernment itself make it necessary for us to come before 
— the United Nations again and to insist on certain rights, 
- . religious and humanitarian, which are being obscured. 
> _, E We do so with particular emphasis on the fact that your 
yo Conciliation Commission is now meeting in the Palestine 
; ee area to discuss two problems very strictly in the interests 
“ ie of Christendom. 

relate 


eg “The first of these problems is the internationalization 
, of the Holy places. As to Jerusalem, we are in complete 


, | accord with the sentiments expressed in the majority re 
rrived, 





is on PO which was accepted by the General Assembly in 
aa November, 1947, in which specific reference was made 
Mot “: to the international zone of Jerusalem, comprising both 
a be the Old and the New City with the environs thereof. 
e Ove “ 
‘ Consequently and most understandably we cannot 
- = agree with very recent statements of Israeli government 
‘ mane ofcials in their view of internationalization. The view 
Ga expressed by the General Assembly was also made clear 
— by Pope Pius XII in his Christmas address, and in his 
her ys earlier encyclical letter on Palestine, wherein he wrote: 
—_ “It would be expedient, as a better guarantee for the 
oe , | sety of the sanctuaries under the present circumstances, 
are fo give an international character to Jerusalem and its 
guid vicinity, where so many and so precious reminders of the 
ts: 3 life and death of Our Savior are to be found. It is also 
wey: necessary to insure with international guarantees access 


to the Holy Places scattered throughout Palestine and the 
freedom of religion and the respect for customs and 
religious traditions.” 

“To the question of Jerusalem there are strictly joined 





h, now, 





forever, 
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the eventual solutions for Bethlehem, now in the Arab 
area, and for Nazareth, now under Israeli military occu- 
pation. For these three areas made holy by the historic 
events in the life of Jesus Christ on earth, the Christian 
world has complete justification in requesting interna- 
tional status.” 


An order by the Soviet occupation forces in Berlin 
calling for the appointment of a “political guider’ in 
each house block of the Soviet sector, has been denounced 
as “a service of the devil” by Dr Otto Dibelius, Evan- 
gelical Bishop of Berlin. In effect, the order makes each 
person a spy upon his neighbor. 


* * & * 


In an article in a recent issue of our valued contem- 
porary, The Canadian Register, Douglas Hyde, the 
papers London correspondent, mentions an interesting 
experiment now underway in Ireland which gives promise 
of unusually good results in promoting Christian Social 
Justice. Under the direction of Prof. O’Rahilly of Cork 
University College, a large group of men and women 
workers are being trained as future leaders of the trade 
unions of Ireland in accordance with Christian principles. 
The training consists of a two-year University Extension 
diploma course which is attended by working men and 
women in their spare time. Unlike American 
schemes which are said to be similar, the students either 
take all the subjects which form the course or none at all. 
Those taking the course continue to work at their jobs 


some 


but give up three full evenings each week, plus a half 
day, to lectures. The employers, in almost every case, 
have agreed to pay for the half day off. 


Officials of the Canadian government are being urged 
by several influential secular newspapers and leaders in 
the civic affairs of the Dominion, to arrange for the ap- 
pointment of a Canadian Ambassador to the Vatican. 
The Evening Telegram of Toronto, referring to the pro- 
posal, pointed out that the Vatican and the Church “have 
been one of the great bulwarks against the spread of 
Communism. The Vatican maintains an alert and efficient 
diplomatic corps. . . . The ‘cold war’ having reached the 
stage it has, Ottawa should name a Minister without 
delay.” Other papers voiced similar sentiments. 

In Fort Worth, Texas, last month, Alfred Landon, the 
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Republican presidential nominee in 1936, declared that 
the United States should have a diplomatic representative 
at the Vatican because the Catholic Church “is the only 
Christian body that is really organized on a world-wide 
scale’ and because it vigorously opposes Communism. 

Mr. Landon said there are some things about the Cath- 
olic Church he does not like, “just as there are some 
things about my own Methodist Church that I don’t like.” 

But, he added, dislike of certain types of governments 
does not constitute a good reason for refusing to maintain 
diplomatic relations with them. 


Due to ill health and his advanced age of 80 years, the 
Most Rev. Emanuel B. Ledvina has resigned as Bishop 
of the Diocese of Corpus Christi, Texas. He is succeeded 
by his coadjutor, Most Rev. Mariano Garriga. 


* * * * 


In a sermon at Cranwell, England, on March 20, the 
Anglican Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, 
declared that there are only three kinds of people in the 
world—Communists, convinced Christians and amiable 
nonentities. 

“The Communist,” he 
is predetermined in the course of history, and he gives 
himself body and soul to bringing it about. Unfortunately, 
his creed is wrong—it dehumanizes man. 

“The Christian knows that God will triumph and does 


everything in his power to forward the Kingdom of God, 


stated, “believes his objective 


and thereby makes man truly man. 

“The rest of the people of the world are amiable non- 
entities, contributing literally nothing to the construction 
of the Kingdom of God.” 

The death on March 17 of Very Rev. J. Hugh Diman, 
O.S.B., at Portsmouth, R. I., at the age of eighty-five, 
brought to a close a career that was notable in religious 
and educational achievement. 

Father Hugh, who was born in a Congregational par- 
sonage in Brookline, Mass., was a priest of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church before he was converted to Catholicism. 
He established three schools in the course of his career, 
the third being the Diman Vocational School, at Fall 
River, Mass., which he founded in 1912 for the benefit 
of poor boys. 

In 1895 he founded a small school in Newport which 
he later transferred to Middletown, R. I., which subse- 
quently became widely known as St. George’s—a school 
for the children of wealthy parents. In 1917 he resigned 
to enter the Catholic Faith. 

Following a brief service overseas as a captain with 
the American Red Cross in World War I, he studied 
theology at St. Charles House, Oxford, England, and in 
1919 he entered the Academy for Noble Ecclesiastics in 
Rome. In 1921 he was ordained a priest at Belmont Ab- 
bey, Belmont, N. C. For the next two years he was 
curate at the Church of Our Lady of Lourdes in New 
York. 
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In 1923, when he was sixty, Father Hugh decided t 
enter the monastic order of the Benedictines. In 1926, 
when he was a member of the Community of St. An 
selm’s Priory, in Washington, Father Hugh was selected 
to open a school in Portsmouth. Nine miles from $t 
George’s School he started Portsmouth Priory which has 
become notable in this country and abroad. 

* * * * 


The discontent and unrest among our friends of the 
Anglican Church on the present relationship between 
the church and state in Britain, which was briefly re 
ported in these columns last month, is given further pub 
licity in a diocesan letter issued by Dr. Cyril Garbett, 
Archbishop of York. 

Dr. Garbett in his letter that the 
Anglican churchman had probably greater freedom than 
the members of any other church, but the church asa 
body was without full spiritual freedom. This position, 
justifiable when every member of the state was also a 


states individual 


churchman, “was anomalous and full of danger” now 
that the church was in a minority, he stated. 

Under present arrangements Parliament is the supreme 
arbiter of the Constitution of the Church of England and 
the King, on the advice of the Prime Minister, appoints 
Bishops. 

Few would wish, he said, for disestablishment, which 
at a time when religion was so fiercely attacked on the 
continent, would be regarded as a national repudiation 
of religion. 

A change in the relations between church and state 
was impossible while the church was of divided mind 
The church must decide what it wanted before it could 
ask the state for assistance, Dr. Garbett declares. 

* * * * 


In an editorial in a recent issue, the Economist of Lon 
don points out that time will tell against the Communist: 
It says: 

“The Church authorities are not eager to expose their 
followers to the terrors and temptations of martyrdon 
unless there is clearly no other course. 

“So far, this is still not the case in Europe, for th 
Communists on their side are also unwilling to push th 
struggle to the last extreme. Where the Catholic Church 
is weak—in Rumania for instance—the attack has beet 
direct and violent. Where it is strong—as in Poland ot 
Czechoslovakia—the more 
on a gradual process of sapping and mining than on a 
immediate explosion. They know that the grip on people: 
loyalty to their church is infinitely greater than that 0 
loyalties to lesser organizations such as parties or trat 
unions, all of which have been ruthlessly steamrolled ov 
of existence. . . . The two forces—Catholicism and Com 
munism—are locked in a deadly struggle. Yet bott 


Communists appear to rely 


sides wish to avoid a real test of strength. Both rely « 
time and the exhaustion of its opponent. Communist 





pins all its hopes on the new techniques of mass prop 
ganda and persuasion; the Catholic Church surveys t# 
centuries and the tyrannies it has outlived.” 
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HE parishioners and friends of 
the Mission of Christ the King 
at High Point, North Caro- 

lina, recently sponsored a concert 
that featured Jessica C. Moses, lyric 
soprano. The concert was held at the 
William Penn High School Audito- 
rium and marked the most significant 
cultural program as yet presented 
by the colored community of High 
Point. Miss Moses, originally from 
Philadelphia, was educated at Shaw 
University, Raleigh, and is at present 
a graduate student at Saint John’s 
College, Cleveland. She was first at- 
tracted to the Catholic faith by the 
iddresses of Monsignor Fulton J 
Sheen on the Catholic Hour. In addi- 
tion to a number of and 
popular numbers, Miss Moses includ- 
ed the Panis Angelicus of Cesar 
Franck in her recital. Father Barthol- 
mew, S.A., who introduced the well- 
colored Catholic 


thanked all who arranged and sup- 


classical 


known singer, 
ported the program, and announced 
that the proceeds would go to the 
Mission School Fund. 

* * * * 

The ritual of the blessing and im- 
position of ashes again introduced 
the penitential season of Lent. Ash 
Wednesday ceremonies at the Moth- 
ethouse at Graymoor were conducted 
by Father Thomas, S.A., the Father 
Guardian. Daily during the Lenten 
season, with the exception of the 
more notable feast days, like those of 
the Annunciation and Saint Joseph, 
the conventual Mass was of the feria, 
with the Lessons and Gospel indicat 
ing the austerity of Old Testament 
mortification or Our Lord’s own ex- 
ample of self-denial. 

x om 
Our students at Saint John’s 
Atonement Seminary were able to 


4 
” 


1 
‘ 


«Vay 





minence, the Patriarch of Cilicia of the Armenians, 


in the cloisters of San Onofrio’s 


make good use of the pilgrims’ pavil- 
ion during the late winter season. Its 
floor is unmatched for basketball and, 
though there is unfortunately no heat 
in the building, almost every after- 
noon saw a hotly-contested game or 
a special practice session in operation. 
Outside games were limited to a few, 
with teams from schools of a similar 
nature as Saint John’s, though each 
of them was something of an event. 
Father Ralph, $.A., who is in charge 
of the students’ athletic activities, 
invariably pleased with the 
sportsmanlike conduct of our play- 
ers, even when they lost (which was 
not a rare occurrence). 


was 


* * * &* 
His Excellency, the Most Reverend 
Anthony Jordan, O.M.L, Vicar 


Apostolic of Prince Rupert, in north- 
ern British Columbia, was a guest of 
the friars at Graymoor during his trip 
East in the interests of his vast and 
sparsely-populated jurisdiction. In an 
informal talk to the friars, Bishop 





told of 


missioner first 


Jordan 


French 


how an_ intrepid 
made contact 
with a remote tribe of Indians in that 
area a hundred years ago, and how 
the descendants of first 
verts are still unflinchingly loyal to 
the Faith. Other Catholics are scat- 
tered, and most priests 
have rather far-flung circuits to cover 
on their apostolic journeys. His Ex- 
cellency was pleased to celebrate the 
students’ First Friday Mass in the 
crypt chapel of Saint Anthony’s 
Shrine (and also, incidentally, to per- 
suade the Rector to give them an 
additional holiday). 


+ 


these con- 


missionary 


K 


Commemoration of the Feast of 
Saint Thomas Aquinas, Patron of 
Catholic Schools, was held on the 
evening of March 7 at Saint Mary’s 
Hall. A musical program was pre- 
sented by the Schola Cantorum of 
Saint John’s, including the O Sacrum 
Convivium written by the great doc- 
tor, the Cibavit, the Introit of the 








118 


Mass for Corpus Christi composed by 
Saint Thomas, and the Antiphon O 
Doctor Optime sung on the feast day. 
In the unavoidable absence of Father 
Regis, S.A., Brother Donatus led the 
Schola. Father Dunstan, S.A., intro- 
duced the speakers of the evening, 
students of the Philosophy class who 
spoke on “Thomas Aquinas, Scholar 
and Saint,” and “The Influence of 
Saint Thomas in Our Day.” Their 
messages were listened to by an at- 
tentive included 
Sisters of the Atonement as well as 
faculty and seminarians from Saint 
John’s and fathers and brothers from 
the Friary. Father Gregory, S.A., had 
worked hard to ensure that the papers 
would be in- 
structive, and worthy of so estimable 


audience, which 


interesting as well as 
a heavenly patron. 
x * Oe 

Father Andrew, S.A., and Broth- 
er Bernard, S.A., have been assigned 
to the new Saint John’s Atonement 
Seminary at Montour Falls, New 
York. The work of renovation and 
improvement that has been going on 
for some months under Father Da- 
vid’s direction was greatly speeded 
by the of fifty 


cooperation some 


members of the Holy Name Society 
of Saint Mary’s of the Lake Church 
at Watkins Glen, of which Father 
Benedict Ehmann is pastor. During 
the week of February 20 these men 
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Roman friars with His Excellency, Bishop Calavassy of Athens, 
an old friend of Graymoor 


united in what was popularly known 
as “Operation Cleanup.” Accumu- 
lated dust and debris from 
and attics was cleared away in an 
all-out effort to make the alteration 
plans more easily begun. The remains 
of old furniture and bedding were 
destroyed or placed aside to be used 
necessity. The spirit in 
which the workers put their shoulders 
to the wheel attracted the attention 


cellars 


for some 


Lay Novices at Saranac Lake: Bro. Richard, Bro. Andre Marie, Bro. Gabriel, 


Bro. Paul 





of an Elmira newspaper, which used 
a number of pictrues of the Opera: 
tion to exemplify the spirit of Broth 
erhood Week, then taking place 


throughout the nation. 
* * & * 
The Friars at our major seminary 


in Washington had _ the 
pleasure of entertaining a most dis 


recently 


tinguished visitor in the person of 
Mrs. Clare Booth Luce. This noted 
had a 


ground as successful playwright, lec 


convert who has rich back 
turer and Congresswoman, had din 
ner at the Vineyard before going to 
Howard University on Friday eve 
ning, March 18, to deliver a lecture 
to the Newman Club on “The Negr 

Our Brother.” Father Titus, S.A, 
who is chaplain of the Newman 
Club, was her host during the vist 
Before leaving, Mrs. Luce 
paid a visit to our Sisters 
care of the domestic work 
Seminary to thank them 
for their warm hospitality. 


gracious) 
who take 
at the 
personally 


* * * * 


Recently Father Lewis, S.A., wh 
has been writing the biography 
Father Paul which appears in Th 
Lamp each month, paid a visit to th 
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Eastern Shore of Maryland where 
our beloved Father Founder was born 
and spent his boyhood years. Accom- 
panied by Father Aedan, S.A., who 
is doing graduate work at the Cath- 
olic University, they made it a com- 
bined and field trip 
visiting the various scenes in Mary 
land Kent County which were so 
familiar to Father Paul’s boyhood. 
Among the places of interest which 


pilgrimage 


they saw was the house in which he 
was born, now used as a farmhouse, 
and St. Paul’s Church in Centerville, 
Maryland, where Father Paul was 
ordained as an Episcopalian deacon. 
* * * & 


of Saint 
departure 


March 17 


warranted a 


Patrick, 
from the 
sternness of the Lenten season to note 


feast 


the solemnities of a great apostle. 
Father General was celebrant of the 
morning's Mass, assisted by Father 
Matthias, S.A., and Father Urban, 
S.A. In the our Brothers 
presented a program of light-hearted 
Saint Mary’s 
Hall. Included on the schedule were 
unique from 
including an 


evening, 


musical numbers at 


some acts a mythical 
honest-to-good- 
Brother Jude, S.A., 
directed the dramatic activities of the 
evening, and Brother Aelred, S.A., 
made it memorable with his rendition 


of songs dear to the Gael. 


circus, 


ness Magician 


Saint Joseph’s Day, March 19, was 
also marked with a festive tone, cen- 
tering chiefly in the liturgical rites 
of the Solemn Mass in the morning. 
The patronage of the Foster-father of 
our blessed Lord has ever been in- 
voked over the years by the Friars 
and Sisters of the Atonement, and to 
his powerful intercession has been 
attributed much of the growth of 
both communities. The day was kept 
with special prayer in Saint Joseph's 
House, residence of the Brothers at 
Graymoor and at the Novitiate 
house, also dedicated to the great 
Saint, at Saranac Lake. However, it 
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raphy ot 
s in Th 
isit to the 





has been customary to transfer the 
external solemnities of the feast to 
the season after Easter, when again 
Saint Joseph has a day set aside in 
his honor. 
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Uncompleted Burses at Graymoor 


SACRED HEART: Mrs. G 
W. P., Pa., 


P., Mont., $1; Mrs. E. F., Calif., $2; 
$5:M. K., Mass., $2. Total $4,817.70. 


St. Juve: J. R., La., $5; Mrs. E. P., La., $2; Mrs. H. F., Conn., 
$5; M. F., N. Y., $5; M. K., Mass., $2; C. T., N. Y., $5. Total 
$3,993.40. 





St. JosEpH: L. B., Ohio, $10; F. M., N. Y., $5; 
N. Y., $5; M. F., N. Y., $5. Total $3,496.69. 


Mrs. F. M., 


St. ANN:«M. W., Pa., $1. Total $3,230.15. 


St. CHRISTOPHER: H. A., Mich., $5; E. W., Ill., $5; M. McN., 
Conn., $1; M. O'N., N. J., $10; Mrs. R. G., Conn., $1; M. M., 
N. 7. $1; M.S ® Pa., $3. Total $2,314.15. 


LITTLE Fiower: T. S., N. Y., $1; M. DeP., Pa., $1; F. B., 
N. Y., $1. Total $2,137.28. 


Our Lapy or Lourpes: M. F., N. Y., $3. Total $1,896.05. 


ATONEMENT: A. G., 
$2. Total $1,646.89. 


Our Lapy OF THI Conn., $1; M. F., 


N. . $3; A. Rin Mass., 


St. MARGARET OF SCOTLAND: Chicago Branch, IIl., $410; Buffalo 


Group, N. Y., $600. Total $1,526.13 
INFANT OF PRAGUE: T. S., N. Y., $1. Total $984.35. 


Fr. DRUMGOOLE: J. F., Ia., $2. Total $949.55. 
Sr, Patrick: C. O’K., Ohio, $1. Total $677.63. 
BLESSED SACRAMENT: Mrs. E. McC., N. Y., $4. Total $533.83. 


St. ANTHONY: M. K., Mass., $2; Mrs. H. D., IIl., 
N. Y., $2; Mrs. J. L., Canada, $10. Total $502.15. 


$30; A. C., 


Hoty Sours: Mrs. C. H., Conn., $1. Total $442.10. 


BLESSED MARTIN DE Porres: Mrs. M. M., Minn., $2; 
Ill., $5. Total $271.78. 


M. M., 


St. FRANCES XAVIER CABRINI: C. McG., Pa., $1; Mr. C. Van 
B., N. Y., $1. Total $198.95. 
ALL Saints: M. §&., Pa., $2. Total $122.85. 


Our Lapy oF Fatima: A. B., N. Y., $5; E. C., Mo., $.50; Mrs. 
W. F., Conn., $2.50; M. K., Mass., $2; Mrs. M. M., Minn., $1; 
Mrs. A. P., Conn., $1. Total $112.75. 


St. GERARD MAJELLA: Mrs. J. McC., Mass., $3. Total $88.18. 


St. BripGET OF IRELAND: C. O'K, IIl., $1. Total $86.95. 
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By Alphonsus Hoban, S.A. 


od 


REETINGS nd salutations 
from Graymoor in Japan! I 
have been waiting a long time 

to send this letter and let people 

know just what we are doing here, 
but wanted to be sure of the nature 
for our work before 


and prospects 


elucidating. 


The Society of the Atonement is 
the first community of men from the 
U.S.A. to take up mission work in 
Japan since the beginning of the war. 
It was on July 10, 1948, that I ar- 
rived here, coming in at Haneda, 
outside Tokyo. Father Dennis, S.A., 
was waiting with his jeep, which was 
a Godsend, and I was jeeped over 
to the 4th Repple Depple at Zama. 
The trip over had been very pleasant 
and uneventful, except for a four- 
hour delay at Anchorage, Alaska, to 
repair the radio which was burned 
out during an electric storm on the 
way up from Seattle. 


The day I arrived the Maryknollers 
went on retreat at Kyoto and, since 
I had letters of introduction, I de- 
cided to wait around with Father 
Dennis for a week. During this time 
I scouted various other religious 
works. I visited Jochi, the Catholic 
University of Japan, the Columbans, 
the Salesians, the International Hos- 
pital run by the Franciscan Mission- 
aries of Mary, the S.V.D.’s, the Car- 
melite Sisters, Sisters of the Holy 
Ghost, Archbishop Doi, and Arch- 
bishop Marella, the Apostolic Dele- 
gate. These persons and places are all 
in the Tokyo area. From Yokohama I 
went to Kyoto to see the Maryknol- 


ews 


lers on my way to Osaka. Kyoto and 
Osaka are only an hour’s journey 
apart. Finaly I arrived at Toyonaka, 
ten miles outside of Osaka, where 
Bishop Taguchi was living waiting 


for the restoration of his cathedral 
destroyed in the war. 
From there I journeyed north 


again to confer with Bishop Breton, 
Paris Foreign Mission Society, for 
merly Ordinary of Fukuoka, now re- 
tired. He visited Graymoor twice. 
the first time being in 1912, a little 
before our time. After seeing him I 
decided to visit Bishop Wakida of 


Yokohama. As a result we were invit 





Editor’s Note: 


The Japan Mission opens up a 
new and glorious page in the an- 
nals of the Society of the Atone- 
Hundreds of thousands of 


ment. 
souls live in the area entrusted 
to the care of the Society by 


His Excellency, Bishop Thomas 
Wakida of Yokohama, with the 
approval of the Sacred Congrega- 
tion for the Propagation of the 
Faith. Though Father Alphonsus 
in the accompanying letter asks 
only for prayers, the work of 
maintaining and expanding the 
Mission will necessitate consider- 
able expenditure. The generous 
cooperation of readers of the 
LAMP has been of inestimable 
help to Graymoor and _ other 
Catholic missionaries in the past; 
we feel confident that our read- 
ers will be quick to respond to 
the needs of this new outpost of 
the Faith. Contributions for the 
Japanese Mission addressed to 
Father Alphonsus, S.A., in care of 
The Union-That-Nothing-Be-Lost, 
Graymoor, Garrison, New York, 
will be forwarded to him with 
dispatch. 














ed to take over the northern part of 
Kanagawa prefecture. The location is 
ideal because of the proximity of 
Yokohama and Tokyo, and most of 
our supplies must come in from the 
U.S.A. No matter where we went 
we would ultimately be obliged t 
establish a procure house near Yoko 
hama or some other port anyway 
Now we have it. 

I took up residence with the Mar 
ianists in Yokchama in the first week 
of September. Since then I have been 
Chaplain to the Franciscan Mission 
aries of Mary, who are here as well 
as in Tokyo. Together we put on a 
nice high Mass for St. Francis’ Day 
After looking around for two weeks 
we found a house for our Friars but 
up until the middle of last month 
we had to argue around about terms 
The go-between hemmed and hawed 
for weeks, literally, before final term: 
were agreed upon. 

The territory entrusted the Societ} 
starts at the northern boundary 0 
Kanagawa prefecture where _ th 
Tama River enters Tokyo Bay. 0: 
the other side of the river lie the 
outskirts of Tokyo. From this starting 
point we travel south to Higashi 
Kanagawa which is only two mile 
from the heart of Yokohama and is 
actually part of the City of Yoko 
hama. Within this area lies Kawa 
saki, an industrial city, having a pop 
ulation of over 200,000. It starts 
eight miles from Yokohama and hai 
a famous temple dedicated to Kobo 
Daishi (whoever he is) dating from 
the 12th century. The first house 
the Society in Japan, if present plani 
mature, will be in Tsurumi, just south 
of Kawasaki. Tsurumi is about 
miles from the center of Yokoham 
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Before the Society arrived in Tsu- 
rumi its chief note of fame was the 
presence there of the headquarters of 
Sozi-ji, a Buddhist sect. Our property 
borders this place. Also in Tsurumi 
is to be seen a stone monument com- 
memorating the spot where a Mr. 
Richardson, Englishman, was killed 
in 1863 by the boys of the local Dai- 
myo, for the alleged offense of riding 
on horseback past the Daimyo’s pro- 
cession. At Shinkoyasu, south of Tsu- 
rumi, there is an incipient parish 
under a priest of the Paris Foreign 
Mission Society. It is in our territory 
and we shall take it over as soon as 
settled. This priest, by the 
way, is the only parish priest in the 


we get 


entire area we are taking over. 


Higashi-Kanagawa, the 
boundaries of our area continue west 
and south along the rail lines called 
the Jinchu line, as far as Atsugi, and 
called the Odakyu line from Atsugi 
to Odawara. Thence the boundary 
continues along the prefectural line 
south, west, north and east until it 
runs into the Starting point, the 
mouth of the Tama River. Within 
this area the Society has the right to 
buy, build, own, etc., 


From 


several types 
f non-parochial houses, as the Supe- 
riors may see fit, for example, houses 
f training for any future subjects 
we may get, a domus formata, retreat 
Likewise we the 
right to set up a friary in the city 
of Yokohama itself, should the Supe 
riors see fit to do so. 


The and fame of Hakone 


dominate the western part of the pre- 


houses, etc have 


name 


tecture. Hakone is a large mountain- 
us district famous for its beautiful 
scenery and het springs. The Ameri- 
can occupation several 
places in this regicn, notably Lake 


forces use 
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Hakone, Miyanoshita, and Gora, as 
rest resorts. Before the war the Em- 
peror maintained an Imperial villa 
near Miyanoshita, and before him, 
Toyotomi Hideyoshi, chief 


whose 








To a Missionary 


% 

We wish our empty hands 
were filled with gold 

To ease your priestly tasks 
a hundredfold. 

Instead, with prayer and sacrifice 
we trust 

Our humble mite will help. 
Please God, it must. 

Our words cannot convey, 
nor letters tell 

How much of weariness 
and pain we'd quell 

And brighten all your days with 
spiritual bliss; 

But God knows best, He walks 
with you through this. 


Dorothea Costello 
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notoriety, as far as we are concerned, 
was his persecution and martyrdom of 
Catholics, set up his headquarters in 


this area when he was preparing to 
knock off Odawara because the Hojo 
boys wouldn't play ball his way. The 
Hakone area makes up about one 
third of the Fuji-Hakone National 
Park. It lies within the crater of an 
extinct volcano. In some areas, espe- 
cially around a place realistically 
called Big Hell, there is evidence of 


more recent volcanic action. Sulphur- 
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ous fumes hover about the place and 
steam spurts out of the ground. This, 
I suppose, accounts for the presence 
of the famous hot springs, the water 
of which varies from just plain hot 
water to salt and soda, sulphur, and 
alkaline combinations. Cherry blos- 
bathing and boating 
facilities on the lake for the summer, 
autumn foliage and winter scenes all 
make, in the popular mind at least, 


soms in spring, 


Hakone district a rival to better 
known Nikko. 
When I first came to Tsurumi I 


had no idea that the population in- 
cluded a Catholic—there has never 
been a Catholic Church here. Well, 
news of my arrival soon got around 
and, in the course of the past three 
wecks, it brought six Catholics to my 
house looking for the priest. Natur- 
ally, this was all a delightfully pleas- 
ant until this 
happened, I was saying Mass each 
day all by myself on a shelf-like af- 
fair called oshiire because we don’t 


surprise. Previously, 


have an altar (yet) nor a table high 
(yet). However, with the 
coming of the Christians, I'm now 


enough 


saying Mass each morning at 6:30 
and four people show up faithfully to 
hear Mass and receive Holy Com- 
munion. They seem to be good Cath- 
olics because they are really making 
a sacrifice to get up so early in order 
to hear Mass before going to Yoko- 
hama to school or work. One of the 
four, a school teacher in Yokohama, 
serves Mass for me each day. Sundays 
and Saturdays we have Mass at 8:00 


A.M. All six show up on Sundays. 


We are only just beginning. May 
God bless the work of the Society of 
the Atonement in this new endeavor. 
And may I ask you all, please to keep 
this intention in your prayers? 





correspondence. 





Notice to Our Subscribers and Correspondents 





To cooperate with the postal authorities in the effort to expedite 
delivery of mail, please include your zone number on all your 
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Is steady company-keeping sinful if there is no inten- 
AHi., MT. 
If there is no intention of marriage, steady company- 
keeping is always wrong to a greater or lesser degree. It 
is in many cases sinful. Such courtships frequently make 
the future years of both parties miserable. True court- 


tion of future marriage? 


ship, with some intention of future marriage, is encour’ 
aged because it is the time when a partner is chosen for 
life. Its time should not exceed one year. For future 
happiness it is most important to remember that willing- 
ness to take liberties and true love rarely go together. 
* * tk 

How should a Catholic treat a Catholic relative who 
has been married outside the Church? _L.G., Brooklyn 

The truth is that the Catholic relative and spouse are 
not married and are not to be treated as a validly married 
couple, because they are not. However, association with 
them is not forbidden. In fact, rather than treating them 
coldly, a zealous Catholic will use prudent words and 
example in order to lead persons living in such a state 
of sin towards reconciliation with God. Following the 
example of Christ and His Church, he will not treat 
them with unkindness but with the forgiving spirit of 
Christ. And he will always remember that charity and 
prayers will, in God’s own time, lead them back to Christ 
and His Church. 

* 

Is it lawful to eat soup on Fridays made from ham 
bones? N.McM., Binghamton, N.Y. 

No. Such soup when cooked is meat soup or broth, 
which may not be eaten on Friday a day of absti- 


nence, 


or on 


By Ralph Thomas, S.A. 































“Blessed are they that search His testimonies: that seek Him with their whole heart.”—Psalm 118, 2. 


Is it true that Mendelssohn's “Wedding March’’ is not 
permitted to be played at Catholic weddings? 


S.R., Boston 


The Motu Proprio of Pope Pius X, issued in 1903 on 
Church music, says that “sacred music, being a comple: 
mentary part of the solemn liturgy, participates in the 
general scope of the liturgy, which is the glory of God 
and the sanctification of men; It must be holy, and, there: 
fore, exclude everything secular not only in itself, but in 
the manner in which it is presented by those who execute 
it.’ Mendelssohn’s “Wedding March” is light comic 
operatic music connected in no way with a serious relig- 
ious ceremony. Thus it is difficult to see how it could be 
the same as the music prescribed by the Motu Proprio. 


I once heard in a sermon that all our sins will be made 
known at the Last Judgment. Does this apply to the sins 
which we have repented and which have been forgiven! 


M.B., Washington, D. C. 


By the Divine Power all such things will be made 
known at the end of the world. This universal judgment 
will not be like a human court trial, but will take place 
briefly and completely. The sins of those who have not 
repented will be made known to their confusion and 
eternal punishment; the sins of those who have repented, 
however, will be made known to their rejoicing and 
eternal reward. It will be shown how the latter cooperated 
with Ged’s grace, fought against sin, overcame bad habits, 
and won an eternal crown. 










For the convenience of our 


Address inquiries to: Father 






readers, questions of a general nature of interest to all, are answered here. 


Ralph Thomas, S.A., The Lamp, Peekskill, New York. 
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“And I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto 


His Cross for 


TORIES of death 
the headlines. A young stenog- 


scream from 

rapher jumps from a bridge. . . . 
A prominent attorney shoots himself 
in his office. A popular movie 
star takes an overdose of sleeping tab- 
lets... . A young lad kills his sweet- 
heart and then himself. 

And so_ the 
marches on. Everyone must die, it is 
not this way. What is the 
suicides? What explana- 
tion can be given? Why do people 
evade the problems of life? And even 
though the policeman and detective 
may find a 
typed letter 


parade of death 
true, but 


feason for 


scrawled note or a neatly 
giving the reason for the 


action, they do not find the real 
answer. The real answer is this: Peo- 
ple do not know the solution to the 


problems of life. 

Of course, life is a problem. It is 
a puzzle and a riddle. It is a mystery 
Which baffles 
hensible—but it only seems so 


and seems 


incompre- 
for 
the whole of human life is intimately 
bound up with God and with Jesus 


By Titus Cranny, S. A. 
x 


Christ. No one can conquer the prob- 
lems of human life by running away 
life, 
the murky waters of a nearby river 


from whether by jumping into 


or by dodging a responsibility that 


comes from Almighty God. 


The whole of human life is bound 
up with Christ so that each one can 
truly say with the Russian writer of 
the last century: “I cannot conceive 
the human race apart from Jesus 
Christ” (Dostoievsky). And as hu 
man life is linked with Christ and 
Christ is bound up with His cross, 
so human life is connected with the 
cross of the Saviour. 


When our divine Lord issued the 
invitation “If any man _ will 
after me let him deny himself, take 
up his cross and follow me,” He was 
not speaking figuratively. Oh, it is 
true that He did not mean that we 
carry a wooden cross upon our shoul- 
but He that 


who follow 


come 


each 
Him 


must take a very real cross of suffer- 


ders, did mean 


person wishes to 






Myself” 


4 


ing, of sorrow, of difficulty, of pain, 
and bear it for love of Him. 

Before the ruthless Saul persecut- 
ing the Christians became the restless 
for Christ 
is a chosen 


Paul in search of souls 


God said “. 


this man 


vessel to Me, to carry My name 
among nations and kings For I 
will show him how much he must 
suffer for My name.” Divine Wis- 


dom does not credit Paul as a man 
of achievements, as a fiery apostle 
to the entire world, but as a man 
of suffering. So indeed it is with all 
who follow Christ. Suffering comes 
as indeed it must and there is only 
one remedy for it: To bear it for the 
love of Him Who sends it. 

There is no need to hide from the 
issue and there is no purpose in dodg- 
ing the fact. There is suffering; there 
is pain. But the whole point to re- 
member is that suffering and pain go 
beyond the immediate present. They 
look to the future, just as Christ 
looked to the There is 
magic panacea for pain and suffer- 


cross. no 
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ing, no antidote that will kill every 
trace of anguish and make man whol- 
ly happy here on earth. If there were, 
what need would there be of heaven? 
And even the poor unfortunate who 
drowns his troubles in a torrent of 
alcohol is not happy. Roused from 
his sensual delight and escape, he is 
more miserable than before. 
The primary end of human life is 

that like Christ. The 


whole human existence 


we become 
purpose of 
is outlined in the simple phraseology 
of the catechism: God made us to 
know Him, to love Him, and to serve 
Him in this world and to be happy 
with Him forever in the next. We 
know God by conforming our lives 
to the life-pattern of Christ, we love 
God by imitating Christ, we 
God by bearing with Christ and in 
the spirit of Christ the 
everyday life. 


serve 
crosses of 
Suffering is not purposeless—for 
those who use it properly and profit- 
ably. Suffering is purposeful, charged 
with a divine meaning, endowed with 
divine character because it has the 
power of making one more and more 
like to the Divine Saviour and Re- 
deemer of the world. Do you think 
that the sacrifice of Calvary was an 
empty show, an inconsequential event 
in the history of the Roman empire, 
merely another execution for the 
ribald Roman soldiery? Rather, don’t 
you know that this suffering of the 
Son of God upon the altar of the 
Cross was the greatest act of all his- 
tory, the most stupendous showing 
forth of God's love for man, the most 
unique way of honoring God that 
ever came upon the earth. 


Suffering has a purpose—a very 
definite purpose—as planned by Di- 
vine Providence: to make us like 


Christ. If we do not use suffering 
as the means of turning to God, then 
we are the losers, not God. The two 
prototypes of all people bowed down 
by suffering suffered with Christ in 
the agonizing hours of the crucifixion. 
They were suffering with the Son of 
God. One thief accepted his suffer- 
ing and joined it to that of Christ, 
the other rejected it and joined in 
the hideous mockery offered to God 
dying for the love of men. The good 
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The Halo 


The throng-packed city streets were not for her, 
Nor mirth-filled halls where songs were heard 
She loved the tawny hills where every tree 

Was home for some shy, nesting bird. 


And Mary knew each tree that shaded her 
Its fruit and called it by its name, 

She loved them all save one with many thorns 
Ard berries red as leaping flame. 


For as she passed its shadow touched her heart 
And left her with a sense of loss, 
And through the stinging tears that filled her eyes 


She saw the shadow of a cross. 


One day she passed beneath the thorny boughs 
And one swept down to touch her hair 
Her heart grew light and they who saw her said, 


“There is a halo resting there!” 


Inez Clark Thorson 








thief stole his way into heaven and 
was present for his own canonization: 
“This day thou shalt be with me in 
paradise.” 

Thus the entire pageantry of hu- 
man life takes its significance and its 
value from the way we bear the cross 
of difficulty and sorrow. Sorrow is 
the lot of everyone, but the manner 
in which it is borne determines the 
entrance into the gates of heaven or 
through the portals of hell. Our Cal- 
vary is not a hard dusty road out- 
side the city of Jerusalem; ours is 
rather the daily constant little difficul- 
ties along the avenue of life. Our 
cross is not of wood, but it is just as 
real. Everyone who knows Christ at 
one time or perhaps several times 
experiences these sentiments of the 
poet: 

Thou chastened, Thou 
scourged me; 

Deep in grief Thou hast submerged 
me; 

Full of sorrow Thou hast dirged me— 

Oh, the wonder of Thy Will! 


Thou hast fettered, Thou hast bound 
me; 
In the mesh of fear hast wound me; 
With the thorns of doubt hast 
crowned me— 
Oh, the mystery of Thy Ways! 


hast hast 


Thou hast spurned, Thou hast bereft 
me; 


With the sword of trial hast cleft me; 
In the slough of self hast left me— 
Oh, the splendor of Thy Love! 


No one of us can see the full 
reason for suffering. Why did the 
mother die at childbirth? Why did 
the young father die at his job? 
Why? Why? We do not know the 
full but God knows. He 
knows why every sorrow, every pain, 
every grief, every wound that comes 
to every tortured soul and to every 
aching heart and He understands and 
permits these trials or He wills them 
in order that we may draw the more 
closely to Him. 

And so suffering enters our lives 
whether it be the deep strokes of the 
sword or only the constant pin pricks 
of daily life. Its purpose is to make 
us like Christ Who offered Himself 
for us upon the cross. Its function is 
not to harden but to sweeten us; it 
comes not to embitter our souls, but 
to enlarge them. Its aim is to draw 
us to Christ, not to flee from Him. 
Our crosses, both large and_ small, 
must be united to Him and to His 
cross. If they are, then we shall be 
certain that we are treading the way 
of Christ. Our lives will be united 
to Him and the consoling benediction 
He spoke to the thief from the throne 
of the cross shall be ours: “. . . thou 
shalt be with me in paradise.” 


reason 
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OR the fortieth time Clara Had- 
don-Lucas glanced at her watch 
ind then through the carriage 

window at the dusk-dimmed country- 
side. She sighed. This train journey 
through a hundred miles of Irish pas- 
ture, and seemed the 
longest and dreariest in the whole of 
her much-travelled life. 

Clara 
on the staff of an American paper, 
occasionally patronized God; 


bogs, 


towns 


was a special correspondent 


which 
ind her attractively written, wistfully 
religion 
widely read; and even flatteringly 
appreciated by the most blasé of 
America’s intellectual The 
comings and goings of Clara Haddon- 
Lucas never failed to create a stir on 
New York “inky 
way. 

She smiled wryly. If any of her 
vast public could see her now in a 
dimly lit Irish train, which lurched 
along lazily at thirty-five miles an 
hour, her only companion a young 
clergyman, who appeared completely 
absorbed in a fat, black-covered pray- 
e-book. She wondered how that 
young cleric would react if some one 
were to inform him that he was in 
the presence of America’s No. 1 
newspaper Not like they 
would at home, she figured—grab 
your hand and with popping eyes 
blurt out: 

“Gee, Miss Haddon-Lucas, I am 
glad to meet you.” She could stand 
the silence no longer, so she leaned 
forward. 


satirical articles on were 


snobs. 


and Chicago's 


woman. 


“Excuse me,” she said, “could you 
tell me if we are nearing Ballybeg- 
ley?” 

The young priest looked up from 
his book and glanced through the 
window. 

“We are,” he answered courteous- 
ly. “The next stop is ours.” 

“Do you know anything about the 


The Mist Came Down 


By D. Doyle 


one and only hotel there?” asked 
Clara. “I sure hope it’s better than 
the last place I stayed—the cook and 
scullery maid were one and the same 
She shuddered fastidiously. 

The young priest smiled. 

“I'm afraid I can’t speak without 
prejudice,” he “The Ballybeg- 
ley Hotel belongs to my father.” 

Clara’s face reddened. 

“Tm 


person.” 


said 


murmured, “it 
appears I’ve just dropped a brick.” 
“Oh not at all,” the 
missed the matter lightly and with a 
brief “excuse me” returned to his 
breviary. This left Miss Haddon- 
Lucas with nothing better to do than 
to study his appearance. She decided 
that he was a tall, well-built, athletic 


sorry,” she 


priest dis- 


young man, whose fine features radi- 
ated intelligence. Certainly he was 
altogether different from her concep- 
tion of a Catholic priest. 

Above the panting of the train, 
as it pulled into Ballybegley, rose the 
wild- skirling of bagpipes. On the 
crest of the hill towering over the 
town a great bonfire blazed. Flaming 
torches illuminated the crowded sta- 
tion and the banners fluttering in the 
night air. As the train drew alongside 
the crowd began to cheer. 

“There must be a celebrity aboard,” 
mused Clara, 
preceded me.’ 

Just then a shouted “In 
here,” and the carriage door was 
wrenched open. Clara felt a glow of 
pride. Fancy those folks living in a 
village at the “back-o’-beyond” turn- 
ing out to give her a welcome. She'd 
certainly give them a_ write-up 
when she got back to the States. 
They deserved it! Why, in England 
her work was only known to the in- 
telligentzia; but here in Ireland she 
was read and appreciated by the 
common people. As she stepped out 
on the platform the cheers burst up 


“or else my fame has 


voice 





again through the night. Then the 
crowd closed in—not around her, but 
about the tall, black-clad figure, while 
excited clamored “Welcome 
home, Father Pat” “God bless you, 
Father Pat.” 

Clara was mortified. All that fuss 
for a “sky-pilot!’’ She pushed her 
way out of the station and made for 
the only taxi. 

“ Tis engaged for 
Miss,” she 
he'll give you a lift, though, if you're 
stuck.” 

When Father Pat heard of Miss 
Haddon-Lucas’s plight he _ insisted 
upon her sharing the taxi, and pre- 
ceded by the fully-dressed pipers’ 
band and a _ torch-light procession 
they proceeded royally towards the 
hotel. 

Next morning Clara was really an- 
noyed when the maid brought up her 
breakfast a full hour before the 
scheduled time. She reprimanded the 
girl sharply. 

“But sure, 
plied, 
have to have it an hour later; for 
we're all going to Father Pat's first 
Mass in Ballybegley. There isn’t one 
in the town going to miss it.” 

Clara bit her lip. Certainly Bally- 
begley was giving her plenty of ma- 
terial for her articles .on 
conditions in Ireland. 

“Well, while you folks are at 
church, I'd like to locate that holy 
well of yours I heard so much about 
in Dublin.” 

“Sure you've only to go a mile up 
the road, Miss, then turn to your 
right up the boreen and climb Knock- 
maol Mountain. ’Tis right on the top. 
You can’t miss it for there’s a grand 
big cross beside it. The boss himself 
here had it put up.” 

“Is it true there have been cures 
at the well?” 


voices 


Father Pat, 
was informed. “I’m sure 


Miss,” the latter re- 
it was either that or you'd 


religious 
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“Powerful cures, Miss,” the girl 
assured her. “There’s even them that 
got the gift of faith at it. "Tis grand 
up there on a fine day, but it does be 
terrible dangerous the mist 
comes down account of the 
ground being boggy and the path so 
narrow. There was people lost 
there F 

“Nora!” 


At that call from below the girl 
threw Clara a smile and departed. 


when 
on 


It was pleasant on Knockmaol that 
late September afternoon; for con- 
trary to her first plan Clara spent the 
discoursing on 
the Protestant minister 
with whom she lunched. In spite of 
her cynicism 
strange feeling of peace as she stood 
by the crystal waters of that little 
well set amongst rushes on the wind- 
swept mountain top. This place is 
holy, she thought, and shivered as a 
mass of cloud raced past the sun. She 
went and examined the tall 
Celtic Cross and found that it bore 
the inscription: 

“This erected in 
thanksgiving to Almighty God 
and His holy servant St. Eunan 
for saving my Pat from death 


morning religious 


topics with 


she was aware of a 


Over 


cross 1S 


The that of James 
Moore, proprietor of the Ballybegley 
Hotel. 

She stood so long pondering that 
inscription that did not 
the grey veil dropping down over the 
hills. When she did notice it drift- 
ing towards her, instead of waiting 
until it had passed, she tried to race 
it down the hillside. Before she had 
gone twenty yards it had overtaken 
her, wrapping everything in a grey, 
clammy cloak of invisibility. She 
struggled on. Then suddenly the 
ground was no longer solid beneath 


Signature was 


she notice 


her feet. It was soft and squelchy, 
and sank with every step. In a panic 
she screamed and tried to regain the 
path, but with every step she took 
she sank deeper and deeper. When 
she was hoarse shouting for human 
aid she besought the divine aid that 
hitherto she had scorned. She prom- 
ised if her life were spared that she 
would devote herself to the service of 
God in whatever way He might di- 
rect. As she prayed for mercy the 
mist rolled by, the clouds passed and 
the sun shone. She saw that she was 
far from the path, but still within 
sight of the cross. She called again to 
God and the Saint of the well; and 
in answer to her prayer a tall figure 
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Father Pat. He threw her one end 
of a rope and bade her knot it about 
her waist; then fastening the other 
end around the cross he 
pulled her slowly and steadily from 
the greedy, sucking marsh. When at 
last she stood pale and panting be 
side him he said whimsically: 

“IT thought like — this 
might happen when Nora told me 
coming here; so | 
brought the rope, just for fear there 
might be an accident. I had the same 
experience up here myself as a 
boy—” He paused and then added 
abruptly: “But for Divine interven 
tion I wouldn’t be here today 

The first thing Clara Haddon 
Lucas did when she returned home 
was to hand in her resignation to her 


granite 


something 


you were up 


Editor, whose avowed policy was 
never to employ a Catholic. 
“You can’t leave us like | this, 


Clara,” he protested. 

“Unless you wish to change your 
policy I can’t stay,” said Clara quiet 
ly. “I intend to become a Catholic!” 

He still hadn't the tense 
silence when she closed the door soft 
ly behind her. Neither he nor she 
dreamed then that in a few years an 


broken 





other door would open to her—th 








in this bog.” appeared in the distance. It was door leading to the cloister. 
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Just a few words to extend sincere 
congratulations on the excellent ap- 
pearance and the new general make- 
up of THE LAMP since the first of 
the year, 1949. So many things about 
the magazine dre particuarly attrac- 
tive. I like the cover picture which is 
an added feature. 

I have been reading FATHER 
PAUL OF GRAYMOOR by Father 
Furlan, S.A. The articles are intense- 
ly interesting. I hope the installments 
will eventually appear in book form 
with illustrations. The book would 
make interesting reading for Catho- 
lics and non-Catholics alike. 

This month’s article, THE PRES- 
ENT POSITION OF THE ANGLI- 
CAN CHURCH by Rt. Rev. Mon- 
signor Edward Hawks is an added 
feature. I have read it several times. 

I, too, am a convert from Angli- 
canism, having entered the novitiate 
of the Xavierian Brothers, Baltimore, 
Maryland, about the time the Society 
of the Atonement was incorporated 
into the Catholic Church. None of 
my family has ever become Catholic, 
but incidentally, our former family 
parish church, conservative Old St. 
Paul, Cleveland, Ohio, ‘Euclid and 
Fortieth Street, where I was once a 
choir boy and Sunday school teacher, 
was purchased by the late Archbishop 
Schrembs some years ago and con- 
verted to a Shrine of Perpetual Ado- 
ration of the Blessed Sacrament. The 
church was renamed Church of the 
Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle, 
Shrine of the Blessed Sacrament. 

For several years I have been a 
reader of THE LAMP. I remember 
seeing it in the rectory office of St. 
Paul's whose minister, the Rev. Dr. 
George McGrew, looked upon it with 
disdain. I was a high school boy at 
the time and THE LAMP was strug- 


gling for existence. 
Brother Adalbert, C.F.X. 
Louisville, Ky. 


I have just read with interest the 
article on page 49 of the February 
issue of THE LAMP, “Arise, Be En- 


lightened, O Jerusalem” by Walter 
A. Troy. I am surprised that you 
would publish such an article. It is 
pure, unadulterated Protestantism 
and can only do harm. Mr. Troy, 
whoever he is, is not a Catholic. His 
place is in the Protestant Episcopal 
Church where in one of the 39 Arti- 
cles of Religion, it is stated that the 
Mass should be said in a language 
understood by the people. We who 
were once a part of that body know 
how flat it is when in the vernacular. 
I understand Latin but do not care 
to know the translation of the Mass 
except as a scholar. . . . To have the 
Mass in an ancient and dead but uni- 
versal language is one of the greatest 
works of unity and Catholicity, some- 
thing impossible with a variety of 
languages. . . . To repeat, the article 
belongs in a Protestant publication 
and Mr. Troy would be much hap- 
pier in a church where personal ex- 
perience, extemporaneous prayers and 
word services are used as forms of 
worship. 


(Name and address withheld) 


Epitor’s Note: We were fully 
aware that the article in question con- 
cerns a subject that is highly contro- 
versial. There are many and cogent 
reasons why the Church retains Latin 
as the normal language of worship in 
the Roman rite. Mr. Troy, however, 
is a Catholic layman who has the 
right to suggest ways and means for 
helping to popularize proper partici- 
pation of the laity in the Holy Sacri- 
fice, and he is not alone in his posi- 
tion. Recently the Catholic hierarchy 
of England requested permission from 
the Holy See for an authorized trans- 
lation of the Ritual into English, for 
the very reason that it would enlight- 
en laymen as to the content of the 
services of the Church. Nor is the 
unity or the Catholicity of the 
Church jeopardized by the use of “‘a 
variety of languages” in the Liturgy, 
a situation which has existed from 
the beginning. 
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Book Notes 


Books reviewed here may be ordered 
from our Graymoor Press, Peekskill, 


New York. 


CHURCHES: THEIR 
FURNISHING. By Peter F. 
Milwaukee: Bruce. $6.50. 

In this splendid volume of over 200 
pages, Peter Anson sets forth the litur- 
gical and artistic requirements for the 
building and the furnishing of the Cath- 
olic church. The text, which in itself will 
command a thorough reading, is profusely 
illustrated with the author's own sketches, 
an artistic treat which delights as well as 
instructs. In the course of 45 years, An- 
son visited about 1000 Catholic churches 
in Great Britain and Ireland, nor does 
this count the non-Catholic churches nor 
those on the Continent. In this volume 
we share some of the impressions of the 
“pilgrim artist’ as he brings before us 
the intricately delicate canopy of a Gothic 
font, or the massive grandeur of a Renais- 
sance sanctuary; now the quiet loveliness 
of a country chapel, now the soaring 
arches of an abbey church. In setting 
forth principles of art, architecture, and 
liturgical law, the book has a wide ap- 
peal, notably to those who wish to inform 
themselves ot the origin and meaning ot 
much that the external offices of religion 
place before their eyes. Abundant docu- 
mentation and an excellent bibliography 
greatly enhance the usefulness of this 
attractive volume B. Ff 


PLAN AND 


Anson. 


THE HOLY BIBLE (New Catholic Edi- 
tion). New York: Catholic Book Pub- 
lishing Co. $3.60 up, according to 
binding 
The distinctive features of this new 

edition of the Word of God in English 

include the use of the Confraternity Edi- 
tion of the New Testament, and the new 
translation of the Psalms from the recent 

Vatican redaction of the Hebrew text. 

The poetical books are presented in para- 

graph form to make for more compre- 

hensive reading, though one wonders if 
the Psalms are greatly improved by this 
departure. Other notable features are the 
use of a solid opaque paper and sturdy 
bindings. Though paper and printing 
are unusua ly high just now, one regrets 
that a less costly edition could not be 
provided for the multitudes who should 
be nourished by the Word of Life. 

D. D 





Nerrology 
e 


We commend to the prayers of 
our Readers the souls of the faith- 
ful departed whose deaths have 
been reported to us during the last 
month. For them collectively a 
set of thirty Masses will be said. 


Rt. Rev. Bishop McGavick, Reverend 
Thomas Reilly, Sister M. Innocent, Sister 
Mary Victorine Morrissey, Sister Mary 
Appolonia Keane, Sister Mary Matthew 
White, Sister Mary Wenceslaus Brennan, 
Augustus F, Dellone, Joseph Donahue, 
Mrs. Joseph Cull, Mrs. McGrath Greten- 
cord, Minnie Connors, Mrs. J. Parker, 
Mary Finn, Michael Rodgers, Thomas 
Joseph Skinner, Mary Williams, Mary 
Leonard, Eugene Kelly, Margaret O'Neill, 
James Couglan, Mrs. Emma Ponthriand, 
Mrs. Cecilia Agnes Hill, Mrs. Catherine 
McDonnell, Fred P. Daly, J. E. Farrell, 
Nettie F. Sullivan, Thomas Dwyer, Julia 
A. Burkard, James P. Skinner, Mrs. S. J. 
Manning 

Mrs. Ellen Kelly, Mrs. Jewel Johnston, 
Miss Margaret Diettrich, Richard Keller, 
Mrs. Anelia Palionis, Mrs. Catherine 
O'Rourke, Edson Horton, Mrs. Catherine 
Mugen, Mrs. Esther McDonough, Mrs. 
Bridget Duffy, Mrs. Ellen R. McGannon. 

Mrs. Celestine M. G. Meissner, Miss 
Elizabeth Frigerio, Mrs. Bridget Sugrue, 
John J. Gorman, Mrs. Jane Walsh. 
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Nouena 


The 
Holy Ghost 


The Seminarians of the 
Society of the Atonement 
include the petitions of all 
their benefactors in their daily 
devotions in honor of the 
Holy Spirit. 





Send your Petitions to 
REVEREND RECTOR, S. A. 
Atonement Seminary 
Washington 17, D. C. 











CATHOLIC WILLS 


The instinct is strong to “keep 
what we have.” Yet when death 
calls us we must go to the grave 
“clutching in our dead hands only 
that which we have given away.” 
If you feel you cannot share your 
earthly possessions now with God, 
perhaps you will be mindful of 
Him and His Missions when draw 
ing up your last will. You can be 
sure that what you leave to carry 
on Catholic Mission work will 
merit a blessing on your soul, and 
cause your name to be held ia 





NOTICE 


Our manifold activities in missionary and other works entail a vast 
amount of correspondence with a consequent heavy outlay for postage. 
We will be grateful if our friends will enclose a few extra postage stamps 


in any letters they send us. 


The Franciscan Friars of the Atonement 
Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 








benediction long after you aft 
dead. 


Here’s how you can do it: Insert 
this clause in your will: 

"I bequeath to the Union-That 
Nothing-Be-Lost, Inc., of Gray 
moor, Garrison, N. Y., the sam 

” 


of 











